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Irene English turned 103 years 
old on Nov. 20. Even at her age, 
she is sharp and quick-witted. Af-
ter living more than a century, she 
has seen and experienced many 
changes. 

“Automobiles and children have 
changed more than anything. I’ve 
gone down just like old people do. 
I’m not active like I used to be, but 
I think different than people my 
age. I think youthful things and 
keep my mind on youthful things. 
These old people seem like they 
want to sleep all the time. I want 
to see what’s going on,” she says.

English says that she doesn’t 
want to give up, but being con-
fined to one room at the nursing 
home bores her. She wants more 
room to walk and stretch her legs. 
She can still get around well, but 
has a walker for security. 

“I don’t want to fall and break a 
hip. That would be the last straw.”

As a child, English lived on a 
farm in the small West Texas town 
of Vera, three miles off the high-
way. If it snowed or rained, they 

had to stay home, and the sand 
storms were awful. 

Her daddy would be out in the 
fields and see the storms coming. 
Before he could get the horses un-
hitched, they would be overtaken 
by the dust and sand. Her mom 
would stuff rags in the cracks of 
the walls to keep out the sand and 
cold air.

Her family survived the Great 
Depression living off the land 
there. They had chickens, hogs 
and cows that supplied them with 
meat, eggs and dairy. They grew 
peanuts and corn and got their 
sugar and flour from the store 
20 miles away. When her daddy 
would go to town, he’d take corn 
to be ground into meal.

They didn’t have anything and 
didn’t waste anything, even used 
the chicken feed sacks to make 
undergarments. Though there 
were hard times, English has fond 
memories of her childhood. Oc-
casionally, if her mom had a little 
sugar left over, they’d make can-
dy. They’d sit around a pot-bellied 
stove in the middle of the floor 
and make popcorn from corn 
they’d dried out, too. 

“Here I am. I survived all that,” 
laughs English.

When she was 19 years old, En-
glish married her first husband, 
Raymond Cecil Sutton. They lived 
in the country, but the land wasn’t 
producing much. Sutton took a 
course in bookkeeping and found 
a job in Dallas with a dry-cleaning 
business. 

When World War Two began, 
Sutton enlisted in the Air Force 
and was stationed at Vincent Air 
Force Base in Yuma, Ariz. English 
followed him everywhere that she 
could. 

After the war, they moved back 
to Yuma and eventually built 
their own dry-cleaning business, 
Melody Cleaners. Their business 
thrived and they were actively in-
volved in the community. 

After 19 years of marriage, En-
glish gave birth to their one and 
only child, Nelda. She says her 
daughter was the highlight of 
her journey through life. Only six 
years later, Sutton passed away. 

After 15 years of owning Mel-
ody Cleaners, English sold the 
business to a man from Canada, 
and moved back to Texas with her 

daughter. 
“That was the beginning and the 

end of my dry-cleaning,” says En-
glish.

Money had been saved through 
the years and she made a good 
profit from selling the business. 
She never had to work again and 
was able to spend her free time 

with her daughter.
Her first husband had told her 

to remarry if anything happened 
to him, and she did.

First, she married a man from 
California whom she didn’t know 
much about. 

“I thought he had it all worked 

Mineola Elementary 
School had a full house for 
it’s Living History Muse-
um. Third graders repre-
sented inventors and en-
trepreneurs, fourth graders 
represented historical Texas 

figures, and fifth graders 
represented famous Ameri-
cans in math and science. 

Students were assigned 
a person and given two to 
three weeks to research, 
write an essay, and make 

note cards of facts. They 
overcame any fears of pub-
lic speaking Tuesday night 
when they dressed up as 
their character and spoke to 
visitors.

Fourth grader Skylee Jones portrayed Barbara Jordan, a lawyer, educator and politician who was a leader of the civil 
rights movement. (Monitor photo by Amanda Duncan)

At 103, English prefers to think youthful thoughts and see what’s going on

No serious injuries in MISD bus crash
A Mineola ISD school 

bus was involved in a traf-
fic crash Thursday, Nov. 
21 about 6:35 a.m. on U.S. 
Hwy. 80 a few miles east of 
Mineola.

According to a district 
news release, the bus, on 
Route 5, with five students 

aboard, had stopped to pick 
up a student when the driv-
er of a pickup struck the 
back of the bus.

One high school student 
was transported to the hos-
pital to be checked out, and 
his injury was not believed 
to be serious.

The district said the par-
ents of all students on the 
bus were notified immedi-
ately, and the “driver react-
ed as he has been trained 
and followed all procedures 
to protect the students and 
maintain their safety.”

Church affiliation questioned 
in appointment for QDC post

By LARRY TUCKER
editor@wood.cm

Just when you think a 
routine city council meeting 
was going smoothly, the ap-
pointment of a local dentist 
to the Quitman Develop-
ment Corporation (QDC) 
sparked controversy last 
Thursday.

Dr. Greg Eberhart was se-
lected to fill the unexpired 
term of Glenn Hanner, 
who was removed from the 
board at the October coun-
cil meeting. The vote was 
3-1 in favor of Eberhart to 
take the spot. Aldermen 
Brad Medlin, Jack Robin-
son and David Dobbs voted 
in favor of the nomination 
while the lone dissenter was 
Alderman J.R. Evans. Susan 
Resnik was not in atten-
dance. The QDC Board of 
Directors had unanimously 
nominated Eberhart at their 
Nov. 11 meeting to be pre-
sented for approval by the 
city council.

After the motion was 
made to select Eberhart, 
Mayor Randy Dunn called 
for any questions or discus-
sions. It was at that time Ev-
ans spoke up.

“I just wonder why the 
QDC board right now is 
made up of people from the 
Methodist church. Can we 
not find someone else other 
than a Methodist to serve in 
Quitman, Texas? How do 
you disagree?” Evans que-
ried. With that statement, 
the council members and 
the large crowd in the gal-
lery was filled with laugh-
ter because most believed 
Evans was joking. Evans 
added, “I just find it very 
difficult to vote for that?”

Dunn replied, “I can as-
sure you that was not part 
of the criteria.”

The vote was taken and 
Evans was not joking as he 
voted against the appoint-
ment.

In a phone interview the 
following morning Evans 
explained his dissenting 
vote.

“It really had nothing to 
do with Greg. The QDC 
needed some variety. It’s 
going to be hard-pressed 
for people who all go to 
the same church service 
and in the same group who 
are close personal friends 
to make any innovative 
ideas to move that QDC 
forward,” Evans noted. ”It 
was a bit humorous but 
there are other churches in 
town and other business 
people in town. There just 
needs to be a not so close, 
cohesive group that can’t be 
swayed.”

Evans again emphasized 
it was not about Eberhart. 
“It’s not about Greg. I told 
him as I exited the building 
last night I still think you 
are a great dentist and I’ll 
be back to see you. If every-
body is 100 percent think-
ing the same it may not be 
good,” Evans added. “There 
are people in our commu-
nity that have some good 
ideas who might not be in 
that clique. You don’t want 
to think it, but there’s that 
possibility when you got 
a group that tight that are 
at the church two or three 
days a week with conver-
sations you have that possi-
bility of a rolling quorum. If 
you have that diversity you 
know we are getting vetted 
and it’s not just one track.” 

In an email statement, 
Dunn stated he also thought 
Evans was joking at first, but 
then came to the defense of 
the nomination of Eberhart 
and was upset with Evans 
actions. 

“When Alderman Ev-
ans voiced his concern 
about Dr. Eberhart being a 
member of Quitman First 
United Methodist Church 
I thought he was joking 
at first. As he continued 
to question how the QDC 
board could function with 
all members being from the 
same church, I realized he 
was serious. Doubting the 
ability of the QDC board 
to function without this be-
ing a conflict was an insult 
to each individual current-
ly serving on the board as 
well as Dr. Eberhart. I can 
assure the citizens of Quit-
man that church affiliation 
had no bearing on the QDC 
board’s recommendation of 
Dr. Eberhart,” Dunn stat-
ed. “He was selected based 
on his tenure as a business 
owner in downtown Quit-
man for 31 years as well 
as his experience of be-
ing an owner/partner in a 
Winnsboro restaurant for a 
number of years. He under-
stands what it takes to run a 
profitable business, manage 
employees and offer good 
customer service. These are 
some of the reasons Greg 
Eberhart was supported 
unanimously by the QDC 
board and the majority of 
the city council. I feel Dr. 
Eberhart will offer a tre-
mendous amount of objec-
tivity to the Quitman Devel-
opment Corporation Board. 

Candidates continue filing for spring primary

Mineola Elementary students 
portray historical Texas figures

Irene English with her daughter, Nelda. (Monitor photo by Amanda Duncan)

The race for Wood County 
sheriff has heated up as fil-
ing continues for the March 
3 party primaries.

Two challengers have 
emerged in the Republican 
primary for Sheriff Tom 
Castloo, who is seeking a 
second term.

Quitman Police Chief Kel-
ly Cole has filed for the posi-
tion as has James Schaffner.

Contested races have al-
ready developed for district 
judge, district attorney and 

Prec. 3 constable.
District Judge Jeff Fletch-

er faces Brad McCampbell, 
District Attorney Angela 
Albers faces Jodi Cox for the 
two-year unexpired term, 
and Constable Gary Dixon 
faces John McQueen.

Other incumbents who 
have filed for reelection 
include Prec. 1 Constable 
Steve Bowser, Prec. 2 Con-
stable Kelly Smith and Prec. 
1 Commissioner Virgil Hol-
land Jr.

Wood County’s state rep-
resentative, Cole Hefner, 
and state senator, Bryan 
Hughes, have also filed for 
reelection as has State Board 
of Education representative  
Kevin Ellis.

Other positions up for 
grabs include county tax 
assessor-collector, commis-
sioner Prec. 3 and constable 
Prec. 4.

No Democrats had filed lo-
cally as of Monday.

Filing deadline is Dec. 9.

Mineola board to begin superintendent interviews
Interviews have been 

scheduled three days next 
week for the Mineola ISD 
school board to interview 
candidates for superinten-
dent.

Trustees will meet in 

closed session on Monday, 
Dec. 2, Tuesday, Dec. 3 and 
Thursday, Dec. 5 at 5:45 
p.m. each night.

The board is expected to 
name a lone finalist from 
among the 45 applicants for 

the position, which became 
vacant with the resignation 
of Kim Tunnell in August.

Randy Hancock has been 
serving as interim superin-
tendent.
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WOOD COUNTY COMMUNITY CALENDAR

To add or change a listing to 
the calendar, email
editor@wood.cm

or news@wood.cm
or call 903-569-2442

or 903-763-4522

2nd FRIDAY ACOUSTIC JAM - second Friday 6 - 9 p.m., Quit-
man Public Library, 202 E Goode St, Quitman 903-975-5745
ALBA CITY COUNCIL - first Monday, 6:30 p.m., City Hall.
ALBA LADIES CLUB - fourth Tuesday, 6:30 p.m., Alba Commu-
nity Center. 765-2956
ALBA LIBRARY/MUSEUM BOARD – third Monday every other 
month, 4 p.m., library building. Everyone welcome.
ALBA-GOLDEN SCHOOL BOARD - second Monday, 7 p.m., 
high school library, 768-2472.
ALBA-GOLDEN YOUTH FOUNDATION - second Tuesday, el-
ementary gym, 7 p.m. All welcome.
ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS - Sunday and Monday, 7 p.m., 
Friday 8 p.m., Wednesday noon; Women’s Group Monday 
noon.; St. Dunstan’s Episcopal Church, Mineola.
ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS - Wednesday and Saturday, 
7:30 p.m., 404 S. Main Street, Quitman.
ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS – Gateway Group, Tues. & Sat. 
7 p.m. Puckett House, 109 Kilpatrick Street.
AL ANON - Thursday, 7:30 pm; St. Dunstan’s Episcopal 
Church, Mineola.
AMERICAN LEGION POST 296 and Auxiliary - fourth Tuesday, 
7 p.m., Highway 80, three miles east of Mineola. 903-569-6481. 
All are invited.
AMERICAN LEGION BINGO every Thursday, 7 p.m., doors 
open 5:30, 2015 E. Hwy. 80, Mineola, snack bar, 903-569-5965
AMERICAN LEGION POST OF WINNSBORO - first Tuesday, 
5:30 p.m., 201 West Broadway, in Winnsboro, 214-502-4496.
APET (Animal Preservation of East Texas) Thrift Store - Dog 
Gone Good Stuff, 915 S. Pacific Street, Mineola, Thursday-Sat-
urday 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. (903) 569-1250
BOY SCOUT TROOP #36 QUITMAN – meets second and 
fourth Sunday, 4:30 p.m., Scout House behind First United 
Methodist Church. Joe Degorostiza, 903-763-4127
Boy Scouts Troop 385 Mineola - Tuesdays 7 p.m., Mineola 
Methodist Education Bldg. third floor.  New boys/alums wel-
come! Chris Jennings 903-569-3531
BREAD OF LIFE MINISTRY FOOD PANTRY - Humble Baptist, 
first & third Tuesday 1-4 p.m.
CELEBRATE RECOVERY - a support group for those with 
various hurts, habits or hang-ups, every Monday, 6:30-9 p.m., 
Church on the Rock annex building at 302 S. Stephens. 903-
497-6149
DAUGHTERS OF THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION, Elizabeth 
English enton chapter - first Saturday except June, July, August 
and December, 11 a.m. Harvest Acres Baptist Church, 1062 W 
Loop 564, Mineola. 903-857-2461.
DAUGHTERS OF THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION, John 
Hogg, Sr. Chapter, 3rd Monday except June, July, August & 
December, 1 PM. Holly Hall, Holly Lake Ranch. 903-520-8697
EASTERN STAR - Quitman Chapter 695, 3rd Tues., dinner 
6:30 p.m., meeting 7:30. Flora Lodge in Quitman. 903-850-
4822
EAST TEXAS WORKFORCE SOLUTIONS- first Friday at 10 
a.m. at Quitman Public Library
UT Health Quitman - needs volunteers. Great opportunity to 
meet people while helping your community. Contact Judy John-
son, 903-383-3433
FANNIE MARCHMAN GARDEN CLUB - third Wednesday, 
September - May, Mineola Civic Center, 10 a.m. Visitors wel-
come. Angela Thompson, president, 903-316-0875
FLORA MASONIC LODGE #119 - first Tuesday at the lodge 
hall, Highway 37, Quitman. Covered dish - 6:30 p.m., meeting 
7:30 p.m. Study nights for members each Thursday, 7 p.m. at 

the hall.
FOREVER YOUNG ACTIVITIES CENTER - Wednesday and 
Friday, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Fitness exercises, educational pro-
grams, entertainment, fellowship, Bingo and card games. 903-
763-8201
FRIENDS OF THE LIBRARY - second Tuesday at noon, Quit-
man.
FRIENDS OF THE MINEOLA MEMORIAL LIBRARY - first 
Thursday, 1 p.m., Mineola Library, 569-2767.
GED Test Support - each Thursday 4 - 6 p.m. concurrent with 
QISD calendar. Quitman Public Library, 202 E Goode St, Quit-
man 903-975-5745
GIRLS SCOUTS MINEOLA TROOP 3 - 2nd & 4th Monday, 
5:30-7 p.m., Broad Street Church of Christ Annex, Mineola. All 
Wood County girls kindergarten-12th grade welcome. Crystal 
Arcand 903-705-2459
HAINESVILLE VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPT. - second and fourth 
Thursday, 7 p.m., Firehouse downtown Hainesville.
HOLLY LAKE FIRE DEPARTMENT -first and third Tuesday at 
the fire station at Holly Lake Ranch.
KIWANIS CLUB - noon Tuesday, Mineola Civic Center Dog-
wood Room.
THE KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS OF SAINT PETER’S THE 
APOSTLE COUNCIL #11933 - second Thursday, 7 p.m., at the 
church, 203 Meadowbrook Drive, Mineola. 903-569-3662.
LAKE COUNTRY CLASSIC CAR CLUB - third Monday, 6:30 
p.m. 903-850-3858.
LAKE COUNTRY REPUBLICANS - fourth Monday, 6 p.m., Red 
Dome Smokehouse, Quitman.
LAKE COUNTRY RV TRAVELERS - of Good Sam Int’l. Month-
ly, RV parks w/in 150 m. radius. 903-569-3677 or 3069.
LAKE COUNTRY SYMPHONIC BAND - rehearsals Thursdays 
at Mineola Middle School Band Room. 7 p.m. 903-569-2300.
LAKE FORK ROTARY CLUB - Wednesday, noon, at the Lake 
Fork Baptist Church on State Highway 515
LAKE HOLBROOK ASSOCIATION - first Saturday, February, 
May, August and November, Harold Simmons Community Cen-
ter, 5:30 p.m. directors, 6 p.m. all members and guests wel-
come. 903-569-0223.
MEMORY CAFE, a time for stimulating memory, meets weekly 
on Thursday in the craft room at Holly Brook Baptist Church 
from 11:30 a.m. to 2 p.m. Lunch is provided. Various activities 
are offered each week, including games, moderate exercise, 
art, and music. People in the area are invited. There is no 
charge. For more information call 903 769-2091
MINEOLA BAND BOOSTERS - second Tuesday, 6 p.m., in 
middle school band hall. All parents invited.
MINEOLA LIONS CLUB – for information on meetings call 903-
638-1596.
MINEOLA MARINE CORPS LEAGUE Det. #1278, 3rd Tues-
day, 6 p.m. meal, 7 p.m. meeting. American Legion Building, 
2015 E. Hwy. 80, Mineola, 903-497-3030.

MINEOLA SCHOOL BOARD - third Monday, Admin. Bldg., 
Loop 564, 7 p.m. dependent on schedule changes
MINEOLA CITY COUNCIL - fourth Monday, 5:30 p.m., City 
Hall. Public welcome. Call City Hall for changes in November 
and December because of holidays.
MINEOLA HIGH SCHOOL ATHLETIC BOOSTER CLUB - third 
Monday, 5:30 p.m., high school lobby.
MINEOLA HISTORICAL MUSEUM ADVISORY BOARD - third 
Tuesday, 4 p.m., city hall. 903-569-6183. Public invited.
MINEOLA MASONIC LODGE - second Thursday, dinner at 
6:30 p.m., meeting at 7:30 p.m. All Masons invited. 569-2608.
MINEOLA REBEKAH LODGE – every other Saturday, 11 a.m., 
106 S. Line St. All Rebekahs welcome, 769-4024.
MINEOLA ROTARY CLUB - Monday noon, Mineola Country 
Club.
MINEOLA SENIOR CITIZEN CENTER - 308 University, 8:45 
a.m. to 4 p.m. on Monday, Wednesday, Thursday and 8:45 a.m. 
to 1 p.m. on Tuesday. 903-497-1162; Dominoes, cards, rummy 
cube.
MLOTA LINE DANCE GUILD – Tuesday and Friday, 8 to 9 a.m. 
beginners, intermediate 9 a.m. to noon
MLOTA FIBER/CRAFT ART GUILD – third Wednesday at 1 
p.m. and first and third Thursday at 10 a.m.  
MLOTA QUILT GUILD - first Thursday at 10 a.m.
MLOTA PAINTERS GUILD - Wednesday, 10 a.m.; business 
meeting fourth Monday.
MLOTA RUG HOOKING GROUP - first Thursday, 10 a.m. to 4 
p.m. Beginners are welcome.
MLOTA PHOTOGRAPHY GUILD - fourth Thursday, 6:30 p.m. 
All levels welcome
MLOTA SCULPTURE GUILD – first and third Tuesday, 1 p.m. 
Business meeting second Monday at 10:30 a.m.
PARENTS ANONYMOUS GROUP - Saturday, 2-3:30 p.m., 
First Baptist Church, Quitman. Children’s program provided. 
903-629-2114
PILOT CLUB OF MINEOLA - second Tuesday, 6 p.m. Mineola 
Civic Center. President Loraine Epps.
Quilts of Valor group, Stitchin’ Angels, meet the last Wednes-
day of the month at 10:30 a.m., 1118 N. Pacific St., Mineola, to 
make quilts for service members and veterans.
QUITMAN GARDEN CLUB - second Tuesday (except when on 
field trips), 2 p.m., Quitman library. quitmangardenclub@gmail.
com. All are welcome.
QUITMAN/LAKE FORK KIWANIS - Wednesday, noon, Faith 
Student Center, 403 S. Main St., Quitman.
QUITMAN LIONS CLUB - For meeting time and place call 903-
763-4126.
QUITMAN PILOT CLUB - third Tuesday, 1:30 p.m., UT Health 
Quitman board room. 903-383-5075.
QUITMAN ROTARY CLUB, Thursday, noon, UT Health Quit-
man Community Room, N. Hwy. 37.
QUITMAN CITY COUNCIL – third Thursday, 5:30 p.m.; city hall.

QUITMAN SCHOOL BOARD – third Monday, 6 p.m. Adminis-
tration Building.
REPUBLICAN WOMEN OF WOOD COUNTY - third Monday, 
11:30 a.m., Caroll Green Civic Center, Quitman.
SINGING AT THE FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH OF HAWKINS - 
fourth Sunday, 2-4 p.m.
SCOTTISH RITE - Wood County Scottish Rite Club meets third 
Friday of odd month, 6:30 p.m., Richie’s Café in Winnsboro. 
903-253-3635.
TOASTMASTERS INTERNATIONAL - Garden Valley chapter, 
Tuesdays on Mercy Ships campus, noon to 1 p.m. Call ahead 
for room details 903-939-7000 or gvtn@mercyships.org.
TOPS GROUP - Thursday, 8-11 a.m., Harvest Acres Baptist 
Church, NW Loop 564, 569-1240 , 569-2415.
UPPER SABINE VALLEY SOLID WASTE DISTRICT - meet-
ings are held quarterly, 5:30 p.m. on a Thursday to be deter-
mined at the Wood County Airport board room. 
VFW AUXILIARY #7523 - third Sunday, 1 p.m., Recruiting new 
members. 569-2228.
VFW POST #7523 - third Wednesday, 6 p.m., Karaoke every 
Friday and Saturday, 8 p.m. 569-2228.
WHYTE DOVE WRITER’S GROUP - Second Tuesday, 6 
p.m., Quitman Public Library. 903.967.7488, e-mail kayoung.
wdp2001@gmail.com
WOOD COUNTY 4-H HORSE CLUB - Business meeting, Mon-
day, 2 p.m., Wood County Extension Office.
Wood County Aggie Moms - 1st Monday, 6 p.m. at Speakeasy 
in Quitman (except in January, June, July and August), 903-
539-7049 or Wood County Aggie Moms Facebook page.
WOOD COUNTY APPRAISAL DISTRICT - Quarterly, third 
Thursday, 8 a.m., appraisal district office. Open to the public.
WOOD COUNTY ARBORETUM & BOTANICAL GARDENS – 
garden workday each Wednesday 9 a.m. to noon, all levels of 
experience welcome. Come at 8:45 a.m. in the kitchen of the 
Stinson House for coffee. 175 Gov Hogg Pkwy, Quitman – the 
two-story white house behind the pavilion at Hogg Park.
WOOD COUNTY CENTRAL HOSPITAL DISTRICT - third 
Monday, 5:30 p.m. in the UT Health Quitman hospital board 
room (every three months).
WOOD COUNTY COMMISSIONERS COURT - every other 
Friday, Commissioners Court, Quitman, 10 a.m. 903-763-2716.
WOOD COUNTY CRIME STOPPERS - every other month, 
third Monday, 6 p.m., depending exceptions. Wood County 
Justice Center courtroom. The public is invited. 903-569-3711
WOOD COUNTY DEMOCRAT CLUB – fourth Thursday, Quit-
man Public Library, at 6:15 p.m. www.woodcountydem.org 936-
635-4656
WOOD COUNTY TX GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY - third Mon-
day, January through May and September through November, 
7 p.m., Quitman Public Library, Shamburger Community Room. 
For 903-763-4191 or 967-2458.
Wood County Pct. 2 Constable Explorers – first Thursday, 6:30 
p.m., Armed Texans Training Facility, 369 CR 2784, Mineola.
WOOD COUNTY RETIRED SCHOOL PERSONNEL ASSO-
CIATION - third Monday, September-December, and Febru-
ary-April, 2 p.m. and in May at 5 p.m., Forever Young Activity 
Center, 402 S. Main St., Quitman. All retired school personnel 
are invited.
YANTIS CITY COUNCIL – second Tuesday, 6 p.m., city hall.
YANTIS SCHOOL BOARD – second Monday, 6 p.m., school 
cafeteria.
YANTIS/LAKE FORK LIONS CLUB - second Thursday, 6 p.m., 
Yantis Community Center.

The Quitman-Lake Fork 
Kiwanis Club is present-
ing this year’s Christmas 
parade Dec. 7 at 4 p.m. 
with the theme “A Fantasy 
Christmas.”

The parade route will be-
gin at Quitman High School 
and end at Jim Hogg City 
Park. Parade entrants will 
begin assembling at 2:30 
p.m. in the designated ar-
eas of the back of the high 
school campus. Everyone 
needs to enter from the east 
end of the high school off 
Highway 154. Kiwanis club 
members will be on hand to 
direct the entrants.

If a float has children, 
they must be supervised by 
an adult to and from their 
float. There will be only one 
live Santa Claus who will be 

riding on the Quitman Fire 
Department fire truck. No 
other Santa is allowed to be 
part of the parade.

Judging of the floats will 
begin at 3:15 p.m. Those en-
trants who wish to be con-
sidered for judging must be 
in the designated area and 
ready for judging by 3:15 
p.m.

First, second and third 
place ribbons will be 
awarded and the winners 
are encouraged to display 
their ribbons on their entry 
throughout the parade.

Horse, pony, donkey and 
mule entries must be pre-
pared to show proof of a 
negative Coggins test from 
within the past 12 months.

Since it is a daytime pa-
rade, the Kiwanis have 

asked if you throw candy 
from your entry to please 
throw so it lands completely 
off the roadway. The Quit-
man Police Department 
asked that candy be pack-
aged into small baggies so 
they may be thrown further 
and to limit the number of 
candy pieces spread on the 
road.

In case of inclement 
weather the parade will 
take place on Saturday, Dec. 
14 at 4 p.m. Parade partici-
pants will be notified of any 
cancellations or changes. 
For more information email 
fire@quitmantx.org. Entry 
forms can be mailed to City 
of Quitman, Attn: Christ-
mas Parade, PO Box 1855, 
Quitman Tx. 75783 or drop 
off at city hall.

Members of the Elizabeth 
Denton English Chapter, 
National Society Daughters 
of the American Revolution, 
gathered at the Mineola post 
office to send Christmas 
boxes to the “Old Hickory” 
unit 1-113th, of the 30th Ar-
mor Brigade Combat Team 
at Fort Buehring, Kuwait.

The 30th ABCT took over 
the mission in Kuwait called 
Operation Spartan Shield.

The “Iron Brigade” will 

return to Fort Carson, Colo. 
ending a successful deploy-
ment.

The 30th ABCT, headquar-
tered in Clinton, N.C., has a 
long and distinguished his-
tory dating back to World 
War One. Their equipment 
includes the Abram Main 
Battle Tank and the Bradley 
Fighting Vehicle.

Each box was heavily 
filled with an assortment 
of candies, snacks, personal 

hygiene, dental and numer-
ous assorted items suggest-
ed by retired Lt. Colonel 
Barbara Vogl, chairperson 
of the chapter’s Project Pa-
triot Committee.

Donations were made by 
chapter members and also 
included 25 dental kits do-
nated by Mineola dentist 
and retired Air Force Cap-
tain, Kyle Weedon.

Alba will be the first to 
kick off Wood County hol-
iday festivities with Christ-
mas on the Square and Tree 
Lighting Ceremony on Sat-
urday, Nov. 30.

Santa and Mrs. Claus will 
be visiting, and a DJ will be 
playing Christmas tunes. 
Hot cider and cocoa will be 
available to keep you warm 
and toasty.

The first ever Alba lighted 
Christmas parade, themed 
“Small Town Christmas,” 

will begin lining up at 5 p.m. 
Float judging will also begin 
at 5 p.m. First place award 
is $150, second place is $100 
and third place is $50. 

The parade will step off 
at 5:30 p.m. Candy will not 
be thrown, but walkers may 
pass out candy.

After the parade, Alba 
volunteer fire department 
will be serving chili for do-
nations, which will be used 
to offset the cost for recent 
truck repairs.

The finale will be the Tree 
Lighting Ceremony, fol-
lowed by a drawing for a 
$500 gift card. 

Raffle tickets for the gift 
card are being sold by the 
events committee and can be 
purchased at Alba City Hall 
any time leading up to the 
parade and during the pa-
rade. Buy tickets for $1 each 
or 6 for $5. Proceeds benefit 
the Alba food pantry. 

For more information, call 
903-497-1311.

A Fantasy Christmas parade planned in Quitman

Susan Few, Karen Pilgrim, Linda Haddock, Helen Stipe, Barbara Vogl and Brenda Martinez with the local DAR chapter 
prepare to mail care packages to troops overseas. (Courtesy photo)

DAR chapter sends holiday packages to troops

Alba parade kicks off the holidays

By LARRY TUCKER
editor@wood.cm

Quitman City Council 
members approved a bid 
from a Tyler construction 
company for a 12-inch wa-
ter line construction project 
for the Quitman water sys-
tem from Lake Fork. 

There were four bids on 
the project. 7-H Construc-
tion Company got the ap-
proved bid for $874,900. The 
other bids were from Joe 
Funk Construction of Dal-
las, $1,635,582; Capps-Cap-
co Construction, Tyler, 
$1,000,546; and RBIS, Texar-
kana, $1,046,821. The water 
line runs along Highway 
154 and ties in at FM 182.

The council approved a 
request from the Quitman 
Development Corporation 
for a $10,000 sponsorship 
of the Bass Master Elite Se-

ries event to be held at Lake 
Fork June 5-9. The Quitman 
EDC will join with other 
sponsors including Lake 
Fork Chamber of Com-
merce, the Emory Economic 
Development organization, 
Wood County, the Wood 
County Economic Devel-
opment Commission and 
the Sabine River Authority 
(SRA). The money from the 
QDC is budgeted.   

QDC Executive Director 
Denea Hudman reported 
the building at 107 Lip-
scomb has been sold to 
Wayne Carroll who has 
already started soliciting 
new vendors and is making 
plans for the property at 109 
Lipscomb where he will be 
working with Jamie Wyatt. 

Dr. Joanne Wisdom gave 
the council a report from 
the new Wood County Eco-
nomic Development Com-

mission (WCEDC). She also 
reported on the Bass Master 
Elite Series.

“The SRA is handling all 
the infrastructure details 
and the event hosts will be 
responsible for organiz-
ing the festival for Satur-
day,” Wisdom said. “Also, 
that Saturday will be the 
Kid+Fish and that event 
will be combined with tour-
nament events on the SRA 
property.”

In another matter the 
council casts all 544 of their 
votes for Dr. John Johnson 
to be on the Wood County 
Appraisal District Board of 
Directors. 

Mayor Dunn also recog-
nized and congratulated 
Leo “Mitch” Walls who cel-
ebrated 35 years of employ-
ment with the City of Quit-
man as of Nov. 2.

Quitman council awards bid
for new Lake Fork water line

out,” says English, but 
when they got back to Cal-
ifornia, he got the mar-
riage annulled. She and her 
daughter moved back to 
Texas again.

Many years later, after 
her daughter, Nelda, grew 
up and married, English 

married R.O. English. They 
were married for 24 years, 
traveling and enjoying life 
together.

English says that some-
times, she would have pre-
ferred to stay single, but 
when she was younger, a 
single woman could not do 
things alone. Now it’s dif-
ferent; women can travel 
alone.

English said that she 

used to be fearful of every-
thing, but at this age, she’s 
not afraid of anything and 
she regrets very little. She 
didn’t get a college degree, 
but says she’s not sure it 
would have helped her any-
way. She’s never smoked or 
drank and has rarely cursed. 
She regrets that she’s losing 
her eyesight and hearing, 
but is glad that she still has 
all her teeth.

ENGLISH
From page 1



Sell your stuff with an ad in the classifieds.
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December 14th          12 pm ~ 3 pm
Entertainment by Dale “C” Cummings at 1 pm

Door Prizes • Quilt Raffle
& an appearance by Santa Claus

We invite you to vote for your favorite door for our
annual “Deck the Halls” door decorating contest 

& tour our recently redecorated facility

Delicious finger foods & Christmas goodies prepared by dietary staff

Christmas 
   Extravaganza
Christmas 
   Extravaganza

1031 E Goode St   •   Quitman, TX 75783

Merry Christmas from our residents & staff at the Wesley House!

Notice! REPUBLIC SERVICES
will not be providing garbage pickup on
Thanksgiving Day. All garbage scheduled

for Thursday will be picked up on Friday. All
garbage scheduled for Friday will be picked
up on Saturday. After Saturday, service will

resume its regular schedule.

WISHES YOU A
HAPPY THANKSGIVING

FISH DAY!
IT’S TIME TO STOCK YOUR POND!

Delivery Will Be:

www.fishwagon.com

TUESDAY, DEC 10
Pittsburg 11:15-12:00
@ TX Country Farm Supply

FRIDAY, DEC 13
Emory 2:45-3:30
@ Potts Feed Store

SATURDAY, DEC 14
Mineola 7:30-8:15
@ Big Country Farm Center
Quitman 8:45-9:30 
@ Potts Feed Store
Sulphur Springs 10:15-11:00 
@ NE Texas Farmers Co-Op
Mt. Vernon 11:45-12:30
@ TX Country Farm Supply

FISH WAGON
To Place an order Call

1-800-643-8439

Mineola Caring & Sharing 
Christmas trees are going 
up around the city thanks 
to the Mineola High School 
Anchor Club.

The “Giving” trees may be 
found at several locations 
including the MHS gym 
lobby, city hall, Methodist 
Ministries Center, Chamber 
of Commerce, Kitchen’s, 
the Venues on Sycamore, 
First Christian Church and 
Brookshire’s.

The Giving trees are dec-
orated with ornaments that 
contain the gender and age 
(birth through 12 year olds) 
of needy children in the 
MISD. They help Mineola 
Caring & Sharing with its 
toy drive. Take an ornament 
off the tree, purchase a gift 
valued at least $15, and re-
turn the unwrapped gift to 
any of the trees with the or-
nament taped to the box by 
Monday, Dec. 9.

The MHS Anchor Club 
has helped Mineola Caring 
& Sharing gather toys in this 
way for over 20 years.  Last 
year over 200 toys were col-
lected. The Anchor Club is a 
school service group spon-
sored by the Mineola Pilot 
Club which was chartered 
in 1978. Michelle Hernan-
dez is this year’s president. 
Their faculty advisor is Kari 
Callison, and Joyce Curry is 
the Pilot Coordinator.

Sales tax receipts for 
Wood County continue to 
rise, with double digit in-
creases in November..

The most recent report 
from the state comptrol-
ler’s office shows six Wood 
County cities have collected 
$4,437,626 in sales tax reve-
nue so far in 2019, which is 
more than 10 percent ahead 
of 2018 when $4,008,700 
was collected in the first 11 
months of the year.

The jump in Novem-
ber collections was almost 
20 percent. The six cities 
earned $474,475 this year 
compared to $399,475 in 
November 2018.

The November collections 
are primarily from sales 
made by retail merchants in 
September and reported to 
the state in October.

Merchants send all sales 
taxes collected, including 
the 6.25 percent state sales 
tax, to the state comptroller 
on a monthly, quarterly or 
annual basis.

The comptroller rebates 

cities and counties their 
share monthly.

All Wood County cities 
collect a 1.5 percent tax, and 
the county also collects a 
half-cent tax for a total 8.25 
percent.

The county collected 
$212,427 in November com-
pared to $173,309 a year ago, 
and for the year sales taxes 
have generated $1,958,416, 
up almost 12 percent from 
a year ago when $1,752,591 
was earned.

Combined with the cit-
ies, local governments have 
added $6,396,042 to their 
coffers this year from sales 
taxes.

Mineola had the sec-
ond big jump in as many 
months, with sales tax re-
ceipts of $217,306 in No-
vember, up by almost 19 
percent. That brings the to-
tal for the year to $2,032,895 
for a seven percent gain 
over 2018.

Quitman booked $65,081 
in November for a 13.4 
percent gain over 2018. 

That brings 2019 receipts 
to $680,139, up by almost 
nine percent from $624,187 
a year ago.

Winnsboro income is up 
16.5 percent for the month 
to $132,788 and for the year 
the increase is 14.2 percent, 
totaling $1,137,817.

Hawkins reported a 22 
percent increase in Novem-
ber with sales tax income of 
$29,496. The city has booked 
$350,696 for the year, up 
more than 30 percent.,

Alba received a rebate 
for $22,288 in November, a 
gain of more than 53 per-
cent from a year ago when 
$14,544 was received. That 
puts the city slightly ahead 
for the year with sales tax 
income totaling $161,857 
compared to $153,325 a year 
ago.

The monthly Yantis rebate 
for $7,513 is up 11 percent 
from November 2018. The 
city is 9.3 percent ahead of 
last year with total income 
of $74,220.

Despite the inclement 
weather, Wood County of-
ficials and employees wel-
comed visitors to the new 
courthouse annex building 
on November 21.

The annex houses the 
county elections office, early 
voting facility and informa-
tion technology department.  

Wood County Judge Lucy 
Hebron thanked visitors for 
coming and for helping to 
usher in a new era for Wood 
County voters.

“The county is especial-
ly grateful to Mr. Jonathan 
Jackson of JPJ Construc-
tion in Quitman, Hal Mars 
Architecture, Inc. of Flint, 
Texas and Henderson Con-
crete and the many others 
who contributed to the fine 
building which will serve 
our county and its citizens 
for many years to come,” 
Hebron said. “The annex is 
the result of several years of 
planning, construction and 

completion and will allow 
us to serve more voters more 
efficiently. We also thank the 
citizens of Wood County 
who allow us to serve them 
every day.”

On hand to greet visitors 
were election office em-

ployees Carol Denson and 
Rachel Pearson along with 
election administrator Laura 
Wise. From the IT program 
was administrator Chris 
Flournoy and department 
employees Abram Fythrett 
and Dusten Spence.  

An open house for the new Wood County annex housing the elections office 
and IT department was held Thursday. Welcoming visitors were (top from left) 
Sheriff Tom Castloo, Chris Flournoy, Abram Fythrett, Dusten Spence and Wood 
County Commissioner Precinct #4 Russell Acker; and (seated) Carol Denson, 
Laura Wise, Rachel Pearson and County Judge Lucy Hebron. (Monitor photo 
by Larry Tucker) 

Sales tax collections continue upward

Members of the MHS Anchor club decorated a Giving tree in the lobby of the high school last week. (Courtesy photo)

Mineola High School Anchor Club places giving 
trees around community for Caring and Sharing

County hosts open house for new annex



Greetings everyone. We 
are now in full-swing with 
the December holidays. We 
have lots of cookbooks and 
craft books to help you with 
your holiday plans.

We would like to extend 
an early invitation for you 
to join the library for its 
annual board meeting and 
open house on Thursday, 
Dec. 12. The board meeting 
will be at 4 p.m. followed 
by the open house until 7 
p.m. At the board meeting, 
you will learn what the li-
brary has been doing and 
have the opportunity to ask 
questions of the board. Re-
freshments will be served 
throughout the library 
during open house. We 
hope to have you join us for 
this event. Oh, did I men-
tion, Santa Claus, that right 
jolly elf, has accepted our 
invitation to join us as well.

The Book Drive for chil-
dren in Caring and Shar-

ing continues 
until Dec. 7. 
We have re-
ceived many 
w o n d e r f u l 
d o n a t i o n s 
and look for-

ward to sharing with the 
children. A big thank you to 
the Bread of Life Ministries 
for sharing a large book do-
nation that will go to the 
children.

Programs will continue 
through December until 
Dec. 19. Preschool Story 
time on Tuesday mornings 
at 11 a.m., After School 
programs on Tuesdays at 
4 p.m., Toddler Time on 
Wednesday mornings at 
10:15 a.m.; Baby Bounce 
on Thursday mornings at 
10 a.m. The Last Day to 
register for the December 
American Girls Club meet-
ing is Wednesday, Dec. 11 
with the meeting following 
on Saturday, Dec. 14. Cro-

chet will meet on Saturday, 
Dec. 7 at 1 p.m. and Satur-
day, Dec. 28 at 10 a.m. The 
library book club will meet 
for the final time of 2019 on 
Thursday, Dec. 19 at 6 p.m. 
to discuss The Best Christ-
mas Pageant Ever by Barba-
ra Robinson. 

Please note, the library 
will be closed for Christmas 
Dec. 24 and 25 and will re-
open on Thursday, Dec. 26. 
It will close again for New 
Year’s on Dec. 31 and Jan. 1 
and will reopen on Thurs-
day, Jan. 3. This will give 
staff time to spend with 
family and friends.

If you would like to put 
the Mineola Memorial Li-
brary on your shopping 
list, the library can always 
use copy paper, pens, card-
stock, glue sticks and trans-
parent tape. 

The Mineola Memorial Li-
brary is a 501(c)3, non-prof-
it.

Mineola Memorial Library Notes
BY LIBRARIAN MARY HURLEY
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Home Sweet Home

Get creative with cranberries
Cranberries can add col-

or, refreshing taste and 
nutrients to many foods 
and beverages. Available 
in many convenient forms, 
from fresh or dried to juices 
and sauces, cranberries are 
an ingredient you can use 
throughout the year, not just 
during the holidays. You 
can add fresh cranberries to 
breakfast breads, toss dried 
cranberries into a salad, or 
mix up a refreshing bever-
age with one of the many 
forms of cranberry juice. 

Cranberries are fat-free, 
cholesterol-free, sodi-
um-free and a good source 
of vitamin C and fiber. 
Cranberries are thought 
to provide health benefits 
with antioxidants and have 
also been shown to promote 

cardiovascular health.
Try this recipe for a great 

holiday dessert,  It is a cross 
between a fruit crisp and a 
moist cake.

CRANBERRY CRISP CAKE
Ingredients

1 package white cake mix 
(regular size), divided
2 tablespoons butter, melted
1 teaspoon water
1/2 cup chopped pecans, 
toasted
1 package (12 ounces) fresh 
or frozen cranberries
1/2 cup sugar
1/2 cup red raspberry pre-
serves
6 ounces cream cheese, soft-
ened
3 large eggs
1/2 cup 2% milk
2 teaspoons pumpkin pie 
spice

Directions
1. Preheat oven to 350°. For 

topping, in a bowl, combine 
3/4 cup cake mix, butter and 
water; stir in pecans. For 
cranberry filling, in another 
bowl, combine cranberries, 
sugar, preserves and 2 table-
spoons cake mix. 

2. In a third bowl, combine 
cream cheese, eggs, milk, pie 
spice and remaining cake 
mix; beat on low speed 30 
seconds. Beat on medium 
2 minutes. Transfer batter 
to a greased 13x9-in. pan. 
Spoon cranberry filling over 
top to within 1/2 in. of edg-
es. Sprinkle with topping to 
edges of pan. 

3. Bake until a toothpick 
inserted in center comes out 
clean, 55-60 minutes. Cool in 
pan on a wire rack

903-569-2311

Servicing Any and All 
At-Home Medical Needs!

Providing Anywhere From... 

          Shower Chairs,

to Oxygen!

MEALS ON WHEELS

Meals on Wheels office phone: 497-1162
Hometown Friendly from Hometown Folks

Friday, Nov. 29 - BBQ Pork Rib Patty, Baked
Beans, Hot Applesauce with Cherries (new item)
Hamburger Bun, Milk
Monday, Dec. 2 - Mushroom Swiss Burger, Oven
Roasted Potatoes, Green Peas, Hamburger Bun,
Gingerbread Cookie, Milk, Ketchup
Tuesday, Dec. 3 - Oven Fried Chicken, Whipped
Potatoes, Medley Cabbage (new item), Wheat
Bread, Fresh Banana, Milk
Wednesday, Dec. 4 - Glazed Ham, Winter
Vegetables, Mixed Fruit Crisp, Texas Bread, Milk
Thursday, Dec. 5 - Grilled Chicken Patty with
Gravy, Macaroni and Cheese, Green Beans, Texas
Bread, Fresh Fruit, Milk

THIS WEEK’S MENUS:

Drive thru
125 E. Broad St. • Mineola • 903-569-3882
FREE delivery

ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP 
MEETING NOTICE

to

Residents of Mineola 
&

Surrounding Trade Area of Wood County

Wednesday, Dec. 11, 2019
1:30 pm

 Dogwood Room – Meredith Hall
1150 N. Newsom  Mineola, TX  75773

www.mineolaciviccenter.com

Mineola Animal Shelter

Lake Country Animal Clinic
Clifton D. Bradshaw «» 903-569-5418
1124 W. FM 564 «» Mineola, TX 75773

Sponsored 

by:

Baker Street 903-569-2252
If No Answer, Call 903-569-6294
Tuesday-Saturday From 8am - 4pm

To help decrease the number of homeless animals, please 
remember to have your dogs & cats spayed and neutered.

Mineola Animal Shelter

Can you provide a forever home for one of them? 

JusticeJustice

Big JohnBig John

OPEN
TO THE
PUBLIC

CSD
NEW& USED

Tractor
Front End Loader

Shredder
Back Hoes

Riding LawnMowers
Dump Trailers

Chairs/Bar Stools

All Types Of Bedding

Kitchenware &
Bakeware

Small Appliances

New And Used
Items For Sale

Equipment Service
And Rental

2706 US Hwy 80West ■Mineola, TX 75773
903-638-8305 or 903-948-3608

Generators

HOURS
Tuesday - Friday 9-6

Saturday 9-3
We Guarantee What We Sell

Start your Christmas sea-
son off right with a heapin’ 
helpin’ of holiday humor 
provided by Mineola’s 
Lake Country Playhouse. 
“Christmas Belles,” direct-
ed by Randy Parrish, is set 
in the East Texas town of 
Fayro and brings together 
the Futrelle sisters, last seen 
on stage in 2010’s produc-
tion of Dearly Beloved.

In the days leading up to 
Christmas, the program at 
The Tabernacle of the Lamb 
is in danger of spiraling out 
of control in spite of the 
best efforts of Honey Raye 
Futrelle. Her sister Frankie 
is overdue with her second 
set of twins, and other sister 

Twink is in jail for inadver-
tently burning down half 
the town. Throw in a mix-
ture of family secrets, add a 
surly Santa, along with a re-
luctant Elvis impersonator 
and a nativity sheep with 
a mind of its own and you 
have a recipe for nonstop 
laughter.

In the cast are Tonya Slay-
ton, Dawn Goldthorn and 
Crystal Arcand as the Fu-
trelle sisters; Kay McEntire; 
Courtney Titsworth; Chuck 
Fitts; Jeff Hurley; Robin 
Martin; Daniel Robinson; 
Wesley Johnstone and Lu-
ane Chancellor.

Performances are Nov. 
29 and 30, and Dec. 1, 6, 7 

and 8. Friday and Saturday 
shows are at 7:30 p.m. with 
Sunday matinees starting at 
2 p.m. Admission is $12 for 
adults and $6 for students. 
The box office opens one 
hour prior to the show and 
doors 30 minutes prior. The 
opening night performance 
always features a gala with 
light refreshments before 
the play starts that are avail-
able to all patrons, not just 
season ticket holders. Call 
903-569-2300 to make your 
reservations.

Lake Country Playhouse 
performs all its shows at the 
Historic Select Theater, 114 
N. Johnson St. in Mineola.

Lake Country Playhouse offers holiday fun

Justina Peterson, a se-
nior at Alba-Golden High 
School, was selected as the 
winner of the 2019 Daugh-
ters of the American Revo-
lution Good Citizen contest. 
She will represent the Eliza-
beth Denton English Chap-
ter, NSDAR through the 
next levels of judging. 

The DAR Good Citizens 
Award and Scholarship 
contest, created in 1934, is 
intended to encourage and 
reward the qualities of good 
citizenship. The award rec-

ognizes individuals who 
possess the qualities of de-
pendability, service, leader-
ship and patriotism in their 
homes, schools and com-
munities.

Candidates are chosen by 
the school faculty based on 
criteria established by DAR. 
Those students are then el-
igible to enter the contest 
which could result in a sub-
stantial scholarship as well 
as State and National DAR 
recognition.

Peterson, who was select-

ed out of four entries, plans 
to pursue a nursing degree 
at Brigham Young Univer-
sity. School winners and 
entries recognized by the 
chapter were also submitted 
by Claudia Barriga, Mineola 
ISD; Joshua Henson, Rains 
ISD; and Whitnee Weiher, 
Quitman ISD.  

Each student was person-
ally recognized by Karen 
Pilgrim, Chapter Regent, 
with a DAR Certificate of 
Achievement, lapel pin and 
pocket card. 

Justina Peterson is congratulated by DAR Chapter Regent Karen Pilgrim and Committee Co-Chair Susan Few. (Courtesy 
photo)

Alba-Golden student named DAR Good Citizen



GOT NEWS? Call us.
903-569-2442  903-763-4522

Submit crime tips to 

P3TIPS.com
Tipsters may remain 

anonymous

Mineola Police Report

Mineola Fire Report

Wood County Sheriff’s Report
NOV. 13

7:36 a.m. Deputies were dis-
patched to Hwy. 69 near Alba, 
concerning theft. Someone stole 
several lottery tickets from the 
reporting party’s property. This 
case has been forwarded to in-
vestigators.

1:45 p.m. Deputies were dis-
patched to FM 14 near Quitman 
in reference to theft. The report-
ing party’s mail was stolen. This 
case has been forwarded to in-
vestigators.

6:54 p.m. Brian Bishop, 64, of 
Quitman, was arrested for an out-
standing warrant.

11:26 p.m. A suspicious vehicle 
was reported on Hwy. 37 near 
Quitman. Tyler Wright, 27, of 
Quitman, was arrested for driving 
while intoxicated.

NOV. 14
12:48 p.m. Deputies spoke to a 

reporting party about a fraud on 
FM 312 near Winnsboro. Depu-
ties gave advice and cleared the 
incident.

4:13 p.m. A male, 67, was 
found deceased at his residence 
on Spur 514 near Yantis. The jus-
tice of the peace did not order an 
autopsy.

NOV. 15
10:29 a.m. Deputies spoke 

with a reporting party concerning 
harassment on CR 1297 near 
Yantis. Deputies gave advice and 
cleared the incident.

1:52 p.m. Deputies were dis-
patched to CR 3836 near Haw-
kins about an abandoned vehicle 
in the roadway. Wyatt’s Towing 
towed the vehicle and the inci-
dent was cleared.

5:30 p.m. Someone stole a 
firearm from the reporting party’s 
residence on FM 2869 near Haw-
kins. This case has been forward-
ed to investigators.

10:25 p.m. Deputies were dis-
patched to CR 4918 near Quit-
man concerning an assault. This 

case has been forwarded to in-
vestigators.

NOV. 16
1:03 a.m. After a traffic stop 

on Pacific St. in Mineola, depu-
ties arrested  Joshua Weger, 34, 
of Powderly for possession of a 
controlled substance and tamper-
ing/fabricating physical evidence 
with intent to impair, and Amanda 
McCann, 39, of Paris, was arrest-
ed for possession of a controlled 
substance. 

11:46 a.m. Deputies were dis-
patched to Hwy. 154 near Yantis 
about a burglary. Several items 
were stolen from the reporting 
party’s residence. This case has 
been forwarded to investigators.

2:41 p.m. Deputies conducted 
a traffic stop on Hwy. 80 near 
Mineola and Kalpesh Patel, 42, 
of Mineola, was arrested for no 
drivers license while unlicensed.

7:07 p.m. Myressa Cribbs, 25, 
of Winnsboro, was arrested for 
an outstanding warrant by depu-
ties who were conducting a traffic 
stop on Winnsboro St. in Quit-
man. 

7:44 p.m. Deputies were dis-
patched to CR 3955 near Haw-
kins for a disturbance. Parties 
were separated for the night.

NOV. 17
3:58 a.m. Deputies conducted 

a traffic stop on CR 4750 near 
Winnsboro and Jordan Thornton, 
20, of Winnsboro, was arrested 
for driving while intoxicated with 
open alcoholic container.

11:50 a.m. Deputies spoke with 
the reporting party concerning 
harassment on FM 515 near Yan-
tis. This case has been forwarded 
to investigators.

1:49 p.m. Deputies responded 
to a suspicious vehicle on Beau-
lah St. in Hawkins where Patrick 
Robinson, 33, of Hawkins, was 
arrested for possession of a con-
trolled substance. 

1:50 p.m. Deputies were dis-

patched to CR 1726 near Yantis, 
about a criminal trespass. Dep-
uties issued a criminal trespass 
warning and cleared the incident.

6:07 p.m. Deputies were dis-
patched to CR 2280 near Mineo-
la for a disturbance. Parties were 
separated prior to the deputies’ 
arrival.

6:29 p.m. After a disturbance 
was reported on FM 515 near 
Alba, deputies separated the par-
ties involved for the night.

10:12 p.m. Robert LaPlan-
te, 26, of Alba, was arrested for 
manufacture/delivery of a con-
trolled substance after deputies 
conducted a traffic stop on Hwy. 
37 near Mineola.

NOV. 18
11:18 a.m. Deputies were dis-

patched to FM 2659 near Haw-
kins for an inquest. A female, 76, 
was found deceased in her res-
idence. 

4:15 p.m. Two guitars were 
stolen from the reporting party’s 
vehicle on Hwy. 80 near Mineola. 
This case has been forwarded to 
investigators.

NOV. 19
11:34 a.m. Deputies were dis-

patched to CR 3522 near Haw-
kins about a dispute. Parties 
were separated for the day.

12:35 p.m. A scam was report-
ed on CR 2444 near Mineola. 
Deputies gave the reporting party 
advice and cleared the incident.

2:18 p.m. Deputies handled a 
dispute on CR 1859 near Yantis 
Parties were separated for the 
day.

2:55 p.m. Deputies spoke with 
the reporting party about a fraud 
on CR 4586 near Winnsboro. 
Deputies gave the reporting party 
advice and cleared the incident.

6:58 p.m. Mason Brady, 19, of 
Mineola, was arrested for assault 
causes bodily injury when depu-
ties were dispatched to PR 6645 
near Mineola.

NOV. 14
6:15 a.m. A business on East 

Broad St. requested an officer to 
have an 18 wheeler move that 
was parked in the back of their 
parking lot and the driver was 
asleep. An officer asked him to 
move.

10:45 a.m. A theft was report-
ed at a residence on Wigley St. 
when a contractor was work-
ing at the residence and a man 
walked into the residence and 
stole over $600 from the man’s 
wallet. The victim caught up to 
the man as he was leaving and 
confronted him. The victim was 
able to retrieve his money, along 
with some receipts that was 
mixed with the money. Calvin 
Cedric Horton, 56, of Mineola 
was arrested on a warrant for 
theft over $100 under $750 the 
same day.

NOV. 15
7:55 a.m. Cruelty to animals 

was reported and is under inves-
tigation.

9:08 a.m. Autumn Winds As-
sisted Living requested a former 
employee to be trespassed. An 
officer located the former em-
ployee and issued a criminal 
trespass warning.

9:21 a.m. Union Pacific Rail 
Yard reported having a light tow-
er stolen. An officer spoke with 
Anderson County and asked for 
their assistance to go to a loca-
tion where the tower was track-
ing. It was determined that the 
tower was picked up by mistake 
by another contracting company.

12:47 p.m. A wallet was re-
ported stolen at a residence on 
Karen Lane and a debit card was 
used.

2:51 p.m. A debit card was 
found on Commerce Street and 
turned in. The owner was noti-
fied.

8:23 p.m. A convenience store 
on East Broad St. reported a 
man continues to harass the em-
ployees. The officer attempted to 
locate the man to issue a crim-
inal trespass warning but was 
unsuccessful.

10:25 p.m. A vehicle was re-
portedly in the roadway with a 
stranded motorist on North Pa-
cific St. The vehicle owner was 
gone upon the officers arrival to 
get fuel for the vehicle. 

NOV. 16
12:13 a.m. A father reported 

that his teenage son took his 
vehicle without permission from 
their residence on Goodson Cir-
cle. Officers attempted to look 
for the teenager and asked for 
assistance from Wood County 
S.O. The teenager and his friend 
returned home later in early 
morning hours. The father did 
not wish to file charges.

12:58 p.m. An assault was re-
ported by a parent that occurred 
at the Mineola Elementary by 
another student. The parent was 
referred to the ISD Police De-
partment.

4:20 p.m. Keys were found 
at the Mineola Nature Preserve 
and returned to the owner.

6:54 p.m. A vehicle was re-
portedly parked at a business 
on East Broad St. that was in the 
roadway. An officer made con-
tact with the owner to move the 
vehicle in a safe parking area.

NOV. 17
3:06 a.m. Officers assisted 

EMS with a medical call on New-
som St. after the resident called 
911 and hung up. The resident 
was transported to the hospital 
by EMS.

7:28 a.m. A restaurant on East 
Broad St. reported a man walked 
in the back door and started ar-
guing with the cooks when they 
asked him to leave. The man 
was gone upon the officers ar-
rival. 

10:23 a.m. A resident on Read 
St. reported that a male kicked in 
the door at the residence and left 
when his mother screamed. An 
officer attempted to locate the 
vehicle described. No damage 
was noted on the door.  A direc-
tive patrol was issued.

11:59 a.m. A reckless driver 
was reported on East McDonald 
St. that was unable to maintain a 
single lane of traffic. An officer lo-
cated the vehicle at a residence 
on Edwards St., spoke with the 
driver and noted no signs of in-
toxication.

2:12 p.m. A disturbance was 
reported at a residence on West 
Buchanan St. The caller report-
ed two females fighting in the 
yard. When officers arrived two 
females had been fighting and 
one female attempted to break 
them up. EMS was contacted 
but all parties refused treatment. 
All parties signed a waiver of 
non-prosecution. A family vio-
lence report was completed.

4:41 p.m. Officers located the 
man that walked into the restau-
rant earlier in the day on East 
Broad St. The man was located 
on West Blair St. and issued a 
criminal trespass warning.

11:56 p.m. A woman reported 
she was leaving Walmart and 
witnessed a male and female 
leaving the store with stolen 
merchandise. Officers stopped 
the vehicle at EZ Mart. The fe-
male was in possession of prop-
erty without a receipt. The officer 
took possession of the property 
and identified everyone in the 
vehicle. Walmart will be provid-
ing surveillance video to show 
what was stolen and charges will 
be filed at a later date.

NOV. 18
10:24 a.m. Officers assisted 

Wood County S.O. and DPS on 
a wreck at Loop 564 and Hwy. 69 
involving two 18 wheelers.

11:53 a.m. A resident on Spring 
Lake Dr. reported ruts damaging 
her empty lot. An officer spoke 
with the brick company that re-
ported they will remove the brick 
and fix the ruts.

4:37 p.m. A welfare concern 
was reported for a man sitting 
near the roadway on South Pa-
cific St. The disabled man had 
been dropped off at the loca-
tion and was trying to get to the 
Dallas area. Wood County S.O. 
picked him up and made ar-
rangements with other agencies 
to transport him to each county 
line to attempt to get him to his 
destination.

5:41 p.m. Tammy Brazeal 
Young, 58, of Mineola was ar-
rested for possession of a con-
trolled substance under 1 gram 
when she was stopped on a traf-
fic violation on West Broad St.

NOV. 19
8:59 a.m. A disturbance was 

reported near Goodwill. Offi-
cers responded to the area and 
located a known subject and 
found that he was hollering at 
someone at Goodwill. The man 
was criminally trespassed from 
Goodwill property.

10:59 a.m. Kindness Cottage 
reported a man in front of the 
store causing a scene. Officers 
responded and determined the 
man to be the same as the ear-
lier call. At the time the officers 
encountered him, he was walk-
ing and not causing an issue.

12:17 p.m. A welfare concern 
was reported for a woman in a 
vehicle in the North Gate Shop-
ping Center who was screaming. 
The vehicle left the parking lot 
before the officer arrived and the 
officer was unable to locate it.

12:59 p.m. An assault was re-
ported that occurred on Sept. 21 

on North Pacific St. This is under 
investigation.

4:09 p.m. A reckless driver 
was reported on North Pacific St. 
A license plate number was giv-
en. An officer located the vehicle 
in the driveway of the residence 
it was registered to. No contact 
was made.

4:19 p.m. A complainant re-
ported that a known male was 
on his property on South Pa-
cific St. and would not leave. It 
was determined to be the same 
male that was reported several 
times on others’ property yelling 
at them. The subject was locat-
ed on the RR tracks and Union 
Pacific Police wished to file tres-
passing charges. Mark Edward 
Johnson, 34, of Mineola was ar-
rested for interference with rail-
road property.

5:26 p.m. A resident on West 
Kilpatrick St. reported a known 
person was on his property at-
tempting to fight him. Officers 
responded to the residence and 
spoke with the parties involved. 
The officer advised all parties 
were separated for the night and 
neither wished to file charges.

8:49 p.m. A disturbance was 
reported on North Newsom St. 
When an officer responded, sev-
eral subjects were present that 
indicated a female was fight-
ing another female. Lori Pearl 
Burge, 22, of Mineola, was ar-
rested for disorderly conduct and 
public intoxication.

10:06 p.m. A 2-vehicle acci-
dent was reported at Loop 564 
and West Broad St. The driver of 
a 2010 Nissan 4-door was driv-
ing westbound on West Broad 
St. when the driver of a 2013 
Cadillac failed to yield the right 
of way at the stop sign on Loop 
564. The driver of the Nissan hit 
the Cadillac. Upon investigation 
the driver of the Cadillac, Samuel 
Joseph Kauahquo, 32, of Mineo-
la was arrested for two counts of 
felony DWI with child passenger 
and possession of marijuana. 
The two children were taken to 
the hospital by a private vehicle 
and released with minor injuries. 

11:07 p.m. A suspicious per-
son was reported sitting in front 
of the Xpress Wash for a long 
period of time and a customer 
was afraid to leave. An officer 
checked on the driver of the ve-
hicle and determined the subject 
was waiting for his laundry.

11:23 p.m. A welfare concern 
was reported for a female in a 
room at the Relax Inn. The re-
porting party stated the female 
was involved in a disturbance 
earlier in the day. Officers re-
sponded to the room and spoke 
with the female. 

NOV. 20
7:23 a.m. Officers responded 

to a death investigation of an 85 
year old man at a residence on 
East Broad St. The caregiver re-
ported she found him deceased. 
Justice of the Peace Pct. 2 Janae 
Holland ordered an autopsy.

5:05 p.m. An officer trans-
ported a juvenile home to their 
parents after they were caught 
stealing at Brookshire’s. No 
charges were filed.

5:36 p.m. A disturbance and 
welfare concern was reported 
when a caller reported a male 
forcing a female into a vehicle 
at a residence on University St. 
An officer located the female and 
she denied that anything hap-
pened other than an argument.

6:48 p.m. A reckless driver 
was reported all over the road-
way and almost hit two vehi-
cles. Officers located the vehicle 
parked at a residence and knew 
the driver to be an elderly per-
son living where the vehicle was 
parked.

Camper or recreational vehi-
cle (RV) fire: Nov. 18, 6:21 p.m., 
1224 N. Pacific St., Mineola.

Motor vehicle accident with no 
injuries: Nov. 18, 10:30 a.m., N. 
Hwy. 69 & N. Loop 564, Mineola; 
Nov. 19, 10:04 p.m., W. Broad & 

W. Loop 564, Mineola.
Dispatched & canceled en 

route: Nov. 17, 12:47 p.m., 523 
W. Blair St., Mineola.

Authorized controlled burning: 
Nov. 17, 11:10 p.m., CR 2223, 
Mineola.

Smoke scare, odor of smoke: 
Nov. 16, 7:46 p.m., 3281 FM 
1254, Mineola.

Carbon monoxide detector 
activation, no CO: Nov. 18, 7:01 
a.m., 417 W. Blair St., Mineola.

Coleman Bail Bond

903.763.4844

(Directly across the street from Wood County Jail)
407 S. Stephen • Quitman, Texas 75763

24 Hour Service
Credit Terms Available

NOV. 8
Officer Corbin Hanner was dis-

patched to a business on W. Ber-
muda Street in reference to the 
theft of lottery tickets. According 
to the clerk, the suspect picked 
up the lottery tickets as she was 
ringing them up and walked out 
the door. With assistance from 
Prec. 2 Constable Kelly Smith 
and canine Juma, the suspect 
was tracked to the Towner Motel. 
A warrant was issued and exe-
cuted on Nov. 13. John Kliphen, 
32, was arrested and charged 
with theft of property, less than 
$100, with previous conviction. 

NOV. 13
Lt. Mike Chilson was dis-

patched to a residence on Ce-
dar Street to a vehicle fire. A 
2010 Chevrolet Equinox was 
destroyed. 

Lt. Chilson received a call from 
Family Dollar in reference to a 
shoplifter. A vehicle description 
and license plate number were 
provided. Lt. Chilson located the 
vehicle and made contact with 
the female driver who admitted 
to the theft. The woman was 

issued a citation for theft under 
$100, a Class C misdemeanor. 
She was also issued a criminal 
trespass warning and advised 
not to the return to Family Dollar. 

Lt. Chilson received a report of 
children left unattended in a ve-
hicle in the Brookshire’s parking 
lot. Chilson made contact with 
the mother of the children and 
the distraught woman stated she 
did not realize it was against the 
law to leave her two and four 
year old children alone while she 
went inside the store. Witnesses 
at the scene stated the woman 
was gone from the vehicle at 
least 15-20 minutes. The wom-
an was issued a citation for the 
offense of child under seven left 
in vehicle unattended. A report 
was also submitted to CPS for 
follow up on possible neglectful 
supervision.

NOV. 14
Cpl. Austin Milbourn took a re-

port from a man who stated he 
believed he had lost his wallet in 
the Brookshire’s parking lot the 
night before. The man advised 
he had viewed the surveillance 

video footage at Brookshire’s 
which showed a car parked next 
to where he believed he lost the 
wallet. The man requested an 
investigation and a case was 
opened.

NOV. 15 
Cpl. Austin Milbourn took a 

report from a woman who stat-
ed she believed her card was 
used in an unsuccessful attempt 
to charge $91. The incident oc-
curred after the woman left her 
card with a cashier while she 
pumped gas. The woman only 
wished to have the incident doc-
umented.

NOV. 20
Jaime Apoderado-Ramirez, 

50, of Quitman, was charged 
with driving while intoxicated. 
Officer Corbin Hanner initiated 
a traffic stop after witnessing 
a vehicle fail to maintain a sin-
gle lane. Upon contact, Hanner 
noted the driver showed several 
signs of intoxication. After ad-
ministering sobriety tests, Apod-
erado-Ramirez, was arrested. 

Quitman Police Report

Wood County Monitor • Thursday, November 28, 2019   5A

Watkins Insurance
GROUPG

P.O. Box 1188 • Mineola, TX 75773
(Across From Wal-Mart)

Ph. (903) 569-5115
Fax (903) 569-5110
Texas (800) 460-5510

nwatkins@watkinsinsurancegroup.com
www.watkinsinsurancegroup.com

Nic Watkins
Licensed Agent

By LARRY TUCKER
editor@wood.cm

Wood County Commis-
sioners approved the trans-
fer of William Burge from 
his position as a Wood 
County patrol sergeant to 
the recently created posi-
tion of environmental offi-
cer at their Nov. 19 meet-
ing. His final day with the 
sheriff’s office was Nov. 6. 
Wood County Deputy Josh-
ua Davis will replace Burge 
as patrol sergeant. 

In other sheriff’s office 
personnel moves, Andrew 
Morrison moved from jail-
er-sergeant to deputy re-
placing Lathon Miller who 
resigned and Jailer Kara 
Findley resigned her po-
sition. Sherrie Culbertson 
was hired as a temporary 
employee in the Elections 
Office.

Commissioners approved 

an inter-local agreement 
with the Upper Sabine Val-
ley Solid Waste Manage-
ment District (USVSWMD) 
for the purchase of a vehicle 
and a salary contribution for 
the new environmental offi-
cer. Wood County will pur-
chase from the USVSWMD 
a 2013 Ford F150 extended 
cab truck for $1. Included is 
the USVSWMD agreement 
to contribute $30,000 to-
ward the salary of the Wood 
County position of environ-
mental officer for one year 
with an option to renew for 
the succeeding three years 
whereby they shall contin-
ue to contribute a minimum 
of $30,000 toward the salary 
of the position.

In another matter, com-
missioners approved a 
“like-kind” trade in to be 
able to purchase new vehi-
cles. Approved for the trade 

in were two 2014 Dodge 
Chargers, a 2013 Dodge 
Charger and a 2013 Dodge 
Ram.

A memorandum of agree-
ment with East Texas Coun-
cil on Alcohol and Drug 
Abuse (ETCADA) was 
approved. The agreement 
calls  for ETCADA to pro-
vide a recovery coach for 
recovery support services 
that may include individ-
ual, face to face substance 
abuse recovery coaching, 
support group and/or edu-
cation classes, outreach con-
tacts and referrals for ancil-
lary services to participants 
who are referred by Wood 
County.

A grant for 2020 for re-
gional evaluation services 
for juveniles with East Tex-
as Council of Governments 
(ETCOG) was approved by 
the commissioners. 

County deputy named to 
new environmental post



STRYDER LEE GILBREATH 
1994-2019

Stryder Lee Gilbreath, 25, of Marshall, 
passed away on Wednesday, Nov. 20, 
2019 in Galveston. He was born on Jan. 
5, 1994 in Sulphur Springs to Lori Pres-
ley Nelson and Ronald Gilbreath. He 
worked in the oilfield.

He is survived by his wife, Alannah 
Gilbreath of Marshall; grandparents, Bill 
and Jeanie Roland of Mineola; dad, Mi-
chael Nelson of Mineola; mother, Lori 

Nelson and husband John Sigler of Austin; sisters, Lindsey 
Hammond and husband Corey of Quitman, Kayla How-
ard and husband Cody of Mooreland, Okla. and Michelle 
Shoemake and husband Michael of North Richland Hills; 
brothers, Jericho Gilbreath and Elijah Gilbreath; and several 
nieces and nephews. 

Memorial services were held at 2 p.m. Sunday, Nov. 24, 
2019 at Beaty Funeral Home in Mineola with Bro. Shane El-
more conducting.

In lieu of flowers, donations to help fund the memorial ser-
vices can be made C/O Beaty Funeral Home, 903-569-2611.

Any excess funds will be given to his widow.

LESLIE HERLOCKER 
1978-2019

Leslie Herlocker, 41 of Mineola passed 
away on Sunday, Nov. 17, 2019 in Tyler. 
She was born April 21, 1978 in Tyler to 
David Carroll and Penny Heddin. Leslie 
grew up in Grand Saline. She graduat-
ed from Mineola High School in 1996 as 
an honor graduate. Leslie spent the next 
two years at Tyler Junior College before 
transferring to Texas A&M University in 
College Station. She graduated in 2000 

with a degree in agribusiness. 
In 2003, Leslie had a daughter, Riley Carroll Donohoe. Les-

lie lived her young adult life in Tyler and Mineola, where 
she began working in the banking industry. In 2010, she 
married Jim Herlocker and they welcomed their daughter 
Avery Jane later that year.

Leslie was originally diagnosed with breast cancer in 2011.
She was preceded in death by her brother, Adam Carroll, 

and grandfather Marshall Heddin. She is survived by her 
husband, Jim Herlocker; daughters, Riley Donohoe and 
Avery Jane Herlocker; mother, Penny Heddin; father, Da-
vid and Rita Carroll; brother, Spencer Lucas; grandmother, 
Betty Lovett Heddin; step grandmother, Linda Kay Heddin; 
stepdaughters, Stacy Mullinax, Kristen Scavuzzo and Jamie 
Gibbon; as well as numerous aunts, uncles, cousins and 
grandchildren. 

Visitation was held on Tuesday, Nov. 19, 2019 from 6-7:30 
p.m. at Beaty Funeral Home, Mineola. Funeral services 
were held on Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2019 at First Methodist 
Church of Mineola at 11 a.m. with Rev. Demethruis Boyd 
conducting and interment followed at Roselawn Memorial 
Garden in Mineola.

WANDA JEAN UTLEY 
1952-2019

Wanda Jean Utley, 67, of Paris, Texas 
passed away on Friday, Nov. 1, 2019 in 
Paris. She was born on Sept. 13, 1952 in 
Ardmore, Okla. to the late Wanda Klo 
“Jack” Jones and Nora Akers Jones. She 
was preceded in death by brothers, Wal-
lace Jones and Jack Dean Jones.

Mrs. Utley attended Plainview High 
School in Ardmore and Southwestern 
Assemblies of God University in Waxa-

hachie and won several acting awards. She worked for 
Christus Trinity Clinic in Sulphur Springs for 35 years and 
felt her greatest accomplishment was becoming a certified 
medical compliance officer. She was a member of Paris First 
Assembly of God. She enjoyed bird watching, especially 
hummingbirds, and nature in general.

She is survived by her loving husband, Rickey Utley of 
Paris; son, Klo Utley of Austin; sisters, Robin Waters and 
husband Marty of Ardmore and Melissa Craddock and hus-
band, Wink of Aubrey.

Funeral services were held on Wednesday, Nov. 6, 2019 
at Beaty Funeral Home, 5320 S. State Hwy. 37, Mineola at 
10 a.m. Rev. Otis Lee and Rev. Mickey Ellis conducted the 
service with a eulogy by Klo Utley. Interment followed at 
Roselawn Memorial Garden in Mineola.

Memorial contributions may be made to Pleasant Hills 
Children’s Home in Fairfield, Texas.

Obituaries
SHEILA GRISHAM BUNCH

1935-2019

Sheila Grisham Bunch, 84, of Alba, 
passed away Sunday, Nov. 17, 2019 at 
her residence in Alba. She was born May 
26, 1935 in Carlsbad, N.M. to J.V. and 
Lessie Marie Worthey Grisham. Sheila 
lived in Dallas for over 50 years before 
moving to the Alba-Golden area in 2015. 
She is preceded in death by her parents; 
husband, James Edward Bunch; grand-

son, Jamie; and three brothers, Sam Grisham, Andy Grish-
am and Howell Grisham.

Survivors include one son, Jim Bunch and wife Bobbie 
Sue of Alba; two daughters, Sandy Ballard and Susie Camp 
of Alba; one brother, John Grisham; four grandsons; two 
great-grandsons and one on the way; and numerous other 
relatives and friends.

No services have been scheduled.

SUSAN LEE BENNETT GILBERT
1955-2019

Memorial services for Susan Lee Bennett Gilbert, 64, of 
Alba are scheduled for 1 p.m. Saturday, Dec. 7, 2019 at Wil-
son-Bartley Funeral Home, Alba with Pastor Jessey Mook 
officiating.

Mrs. Gilbert passed away Nov. 15, 2019 at her residence 
in Alba after a lengthy battle with Progressive Supranuclear 

Palsy (PSP). She was born Sept. 9, 1955 
in Phoenix, Ariz. to Charles Irvin and 
Carolyn Joberta Gatchell Bennett. Susan 
married Robert Lloyd Gilbert in Plano 
on Aug. 12, 1978. She had lived in Alba 
for the last four years and was a member 
of One Church in Sulphur Springs. She 
worked as an office manager for Grace 
House Ministries in Weatherford for five 
years. Susan was preceded in death by 

her father, Charles Bennett.
Survivors include her husband of 41 years, Robert Gil-

bert of Alba; mother, Carolyn Bennett of Sulphur Bluff; one 
son, Jason Gilbert and wife Devaney of Alba; one daughter, 
Natalie Mook and husband Jessey of Springfield, Mo.; two 
brothers, Charles Bennett of Shelton, Wash. and William 
Bennett and wife Beverly of Quinlan; three sisters, Bonnie 
Hobbs and husband Monty of Elizabeth, Ky., Laurie Harper 
and husband Rob of Cleveland and Cindy Bennett of Hous-
ton; four grandchildren; and numerous other relatives and 
friends.

The family will receive friends at 11:30 a.m. Saturday, Dec. 
7, at the funeral home.

JERALD KURT VANDERSLICE 
1936-2019

Jerald Kurt Vanderslice, of Mineola, passed away Oct. 29, 
2019 in Tyler. He was a member of First Baptist Church in 
Mineola. He was born in Dallas on Sept. 23, 1936 to the late 

Thomas Burt Vanderslice and Christine Gilley Vanderslice. 
Kurt graduated from Mineola High School and Texas Tech 

University majoring in mechanical engineering. He worked 
for Ford Motor Company in the Dallas and Detroit, Mich. 
plants before he and his family relocated to Mineola. He 
purchased and worked in the family lumber business until 
becoming manager of New Hope Water Supply, retiring in 
2014. 

Kurt was an active participant in the growth and devel-
opment of Mineola. He served on the Mineola Main Street 
board for 10 years. He designed and oversaw the construc-
tion of the gazebo that was built in downtown Mineola. He 
worked many tireless hours at the Mineola Nature Preserve 
and was involved in the setting of the Dr. John Thomas 
bridge. In 2008, he was honored by the Mineola Chamber of 
Commerce and awarded Man of the Year.

Kurt was preceded in death by his wife of 59 years, Mary 
Jane Vanderslice; his parents; brother, Thomas Burt Vander-
slice, Jr.; and grandson, Austin Stewart.

He is survived by his daughters and sons-in-law, Judy 
Vanderslice and Tim Moore of Arlington, Karen and 
Craig Kizer of Mineola and Kristy and Dwight Thomas 
of Hideaway; four granddaughters; two grandsons; two 
great-granddaughters; two great-grandsons; and one great-
great-grandson. 

A private family memorial will be held on Dec 1, 2019, 
officiated by Dr. Mark Neeley. Donations, in memory 
of Kurt, may be made to Hospice of East Texas at www.
hospiceofeasttexas.org or Mineola Main Street.
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McCAMPBELL 
FOR  DISTRICT JUDGE
CITIZENS OF WOOD COUNTY:

I have filed (once again) for the office of District Judge of the 402nd 
Judicial District Court of Wood County.  For those of you that  
supported me in the 2016 election, thank you so much.  I am again  
asking for your vote!  For those of you who supported my opponent, 
I would very much appreciate your reconsideration of that and vote 
for me this time around!

In my 35th year of law practice, I am ready for the solemn duties 
and responsibilities of the judicial bench.  If elected, I will bring to 
the bench the qualities that make a good judge: experience in the law 
and the ability to apply law to facts; judicial temperament; sound 
ethics and moral principles; integrity; impartiality; and overall 
good character.  These qualities, in my opinion, are essential for the 
position of District Judge. You, the citizens, should expect nothing 
less.

A judge must always demonstrate and promote high standards of 
judicial conduct.  This includes the ability to make independent and 
impartial decisions in every case before the Court. A judge must 
also make every effort to ensure that his or her conduct, both in 
and out of the courtroom, is above reproach.  In my personal life, I 
am very proud of my 37 years of marriage to my lovely wife, Dawn, 
and that my faithfulness to that union is as strong today as it was 
the day of our wedding in 1982.  My commitment to my marriage 
and the moral principles resulting therefrom, and my longstanding 
commitment to the law, will serve me well on the bench.  Simply 
stated, there should be no doubt about a judge’s personal and 
professional ethics and morality.

With the upcoming Republican Primary Election on March 3, 2020, I 
am seeking your VOTE of confidence in my ability to be a good judge 
and to serve the best interest of Wood County.

J. Brad McCampbell
Republican Candidate for the
Office of District Judge of Wood County

pol. adv. pd. for by the J. Brad McCampbell Campaign him for the comments that 
were made by Alderman 
Evans. “ 

The QDC board is now 
complete, and the members 
are new President Martha 
Scroggins, Eberhart, Dunn, 
Dobbs, Medlin, Steve Straz-
niki and Kevan Burroughs. 
Denea Hudman is the exec-
utive director.

QDC From page 1
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The Employees of 

Watkins Insurance Group 
urges everyone to attend 

the church of their choice!

Hughes Appliance 
& Air Conditioning 

1305 W. Broad - Mineola 
903-569-5440 or 903-569-6903

Family owned business for more than 60 continuous years
1238 N Pacific St • Mineola, TX

903 569-5432
www.mineolaandcantoneyecare.com

Packagers of Dried Beans, 
Peas, Rice, Popcorn,

Household Aluminum
Foil & Plastic Wrap 

322 Freeman 
903-569-2636

Kelly Drug 

Corner of Hwy. 69 & 80 | 569-3882 
Mon.-Fri. 8 a.m.-6 p.m. | Sat. 8 a.m.-2 p.m. 

FREE DELIVERY

MINEOLA • 903-569-5437

Dairy Queen 
of Mineola 

903·569·5454

DOW AUTOPLEX 
Full Service GM Dealer  

Sales Mon.-Fri. 8 - 6 Sat. 9 - 5 
1313 Hwy. 69 S - Mineola

903-569-2621
Compliments of 

Kemp-Meek 
Manufacturing Co. Inc. 

Mineola, Tx.  
“Strong churches make strong communities”

WOOD COUNTY
ASPHALT

2124 County Road 2670
903.569.1833

BAILEY’S ACE 
HARDWARE

522 E. Broad      903.569.2911
Hours: Mon - Fri 7:30 am - 7 pm, 

Sat 8 am - 6 pm • Sunday 1 pm - 5 pm

Wood County Church Directory

SUPPORT OUR AREA 
CHURCHES WITH AN AD 

IN THIS LOCATION

Alba
ASSEMBLY OF GOD
Gunter Assembly of God

4578 North FM 17, Alba
 (903) 765-9981

BAPTIST
Bright Star Baptist Church

 2795 Co Rd 3480, Alba
 903-473-4064

Pastor Jerry Jackson Jr.
Enon Baptist Church

7133 TX-182, Alba
(903) 765-2014

Pastor - Reggie Day
First Baptist Church of Alba 

219 E. Holly, Alba
903-765-2471

Pastor Kelly B. Burton
Lake Fork Baptist

9483 W. FM 515, Alba
903-473-9523

Pastor Perry Crisp

CHURCH OF CHRIST
Alba Church of Christ

Off Hwy. 69, Alba
John Ratliff

Church of Christ of Alba
105 W. Holley St., Alba

903-765-9450
George Filpansick

METHODIST
Alba United Methodist

170 E Holley St, Alba
 903-473-2411

Rev. Beverly Tune

NON-DENOMINATIONAL
Amazing Grace Fellowship Church

7405 US Hwy 69 E, Alba
Pastor Byron George
Open Door Church
633 CR1560, Alba 

(903) 765-3587
B.D. Bohannoi

Golden
ASSEMBLY OF GOD

Cottonwood Assembly of God
8481 FM 779, Golden

(903) 765-2675
Pastor: Otis Lee

BAPTIST
Golden First Baptist Church

County Road 2940, Golden
903 768-2258

Pastor  Robert Mounce
Pilgrim Rest #2 Baptist Church
205 County Road 2376, Golden

903-768-2653
Pastor Jason Walters

BIBLE INDEPENDENT
Golden Bible Church

CR 2290, Golden
(903) 768-2700

CHURCH OF CHRIST
Golden Church of Christ

FM Rd. 779, Golden
903-768-2712
James Stringer

METHODIST
Golden United Methodist

658 FM 1799, Golden
903-768-2268

Pastor Jim Pickens

Hawkins
ASSEMBLY OF GOD
First Assembly of God
102 Hams St., Hawkins

903-769-3835
Pastor Don Majors

BAPTIST
Liberty Baptist

288 CR 3650, Hawkins
903-769-2250

Pastor Bob Sexton

LUTHERAN
Trinity Lutheran Church
3718 FM 2869 • Hawkins

903-769-4065
Kyle Kirk

PENTECOSTAL
Pine Mills Pentecostal Church

Hwy. 14, Hawkins
903-857-2527

Pastor M.D. Thornhill

Holly Lake
CATHOLIC

Holy Spirit Catholic Church
1612 S. 2869, Holly Lake
Rev. Michael T. Snyder

903-769-3235

Mineola
ASSEMBLY OF GOD
First Assembly of God

1917 N US Hwy 69
(903) 569-9882

Pastor Jerry Williams
Iglesia Primera 

 Asamblea de Dios
511 N. Second, Mineola

903-569-5537

BAPTIST
Calvary Baptist Church

779 FM 49, Mineola
(903) 768-2313

Pastor Donald Masters
Central Baptist Church
602 N Line St, Mineola

(903) 569-3203
First Baptist Church

204 N Johnson St, Mineola
(903) 569-3873
Phillip Casper

Freedom Baptist Church
155 CR 2201, Mineola

903-638-8555
Pastor  Al Dusek

Hainesville Baptist Church
3368 FM 49, Mineola

903 569-3212
 Pastor Terry Davis

Harvest Acres Baptist Church
1062 W State Loop 564, Mineola

903-569-5351
Pastor David W. Burcham

Hubbard Chapel Baptist Church
Hwy. 778, Mineola

Pastor: Rick Ellington
Legacy Baptist Fellowship
415 W. McDonald, Mineola

903-316-0552
Macedonia Missionary Baptist

1555 County Road 3875, Mineola
(903) 769-5618

Pastor Thomas Ricks
Mt. Enterprise Baptist Church

3331 S St. Hwy. 37, Mineola
(903) 569-2124
Jonathan Allenw

Mt. Pisgah Baptist
4995 FM 49, Mineola

Pastor Tim Nall

New Hope Baptist Church
3855 FM 1801, Mineola

 (903) 569-3760
Pastor Michael Mize

Northside Baptist Church
1718 N. Pacific, Mineola

903-569-3872
Steve Prestridge, Pastor

Rose Hill Baptist Church
1420 CR 2460, Mineola 

(903) 569-5746
Pastor Jeff Thompson

Sand Springs Baptist Church
3208 C.R. 2330, Mineola

(903) 569-9350
Pastor Nick Kerry

Silver Lake Baptist Church
150 E Hwy. 80, Mineola

(903) 569-2433
Pastor Mike Sullivan

St. Paul Missionary Baptist Church
304 S. Stone St., Mineola

(903) 569-8722
Pastor Demethruis T. Boyd

BIBLE INDEPENDENT
Lake Country Bible Church

1402 N Pacific St, Mineola
 (903) 569-5730

CATHOLIC
St. Peter the Apostle

Catholic Church
203 Meadowbrook, Mineola

903- 569–3665
Pastor Lawrence Love

CHRISTIAN CHURCH
First Christian Church

Disciples of Christ
209 North Pacific, Mineola

903-569-2537
 Pastor Rick Son

CHURCH OF CHRIST
Broad St. Church of Christ

440 West Broad, Mineola
903-569-2046 

Golden Church of Christ
Golden

903-768-2712
North Loop Church of Christ

326 W FM 564, Mineola
903-569-3117
Clark Dugger

Jamestown Church of Christ
22022 FM1253, Mineola

(903) 569-0516
Mineola Church of Christ
1621 N. Pacific, Mineola

903- 569-5571
Southside Church of Christ

527 Read St., Mineola
903- 569-6812

Malcolm Duncan

EPISCOPAL
St. Dunstan’s Episcopal
800 N. Johnson, Mineola

903- 569-2478
The Rev. Thomas A. Pantle

JEHOVAH’S WITNESSES
Jehovah’s Witnesses
Hwy. 69 South, Mineola

903-569-6370

METHODIST/ CHRISTIAN 
EPISCOPAL

East Chapel CME Church
723 South Pacific, Mineola

903-569-3624
Pastor - Leonard Spurling

METHODIST
1st United Methodist Church

612 N Newsom St, Mineola
569-5426

Rev. Paul Thomasson
Smith Chapel Methodist
 670 FM 1804, Mineola

903-569-9187
Pastor Jim Pickens

Johnson Chapel Methodist
224 Elliott, Mineola

903-569-9536
Pastor Clara Gilbert 

NAZARENE
First Church of the Nazarene

503 N. Line, Mineola
903-569-3057

Rev. Randy Larpenteur.

NON-DENOMINATIONAL
Bethel Worship Center

 2973 St. Hwy 80 E., Mineola
903-569-8708

Rev. Kenneth Teo 
Church of the Lakes
at Enchanted Lakes

22410 County Rd 455, Mineola
(903) 569-5101

Holy Ghost Central Church
Hwy. 69-10 N of Mineola

903-768-2262
Pastor Rick Childers

Mineola Christian Fellowship
2207 W US Hwy 80, Mineola

(903) 569-8884
Safe Harbor Prophetic Ministries

5411 Hwy 37, Mineola
569-8388

Pastors: Andy & Irene Madding
Spur on Ministries

2670 S. State Hwy 37, Mineola
863-697-0469

Pastor Mike Fletcher

PENTECOSTAL UNITED
New Life Pentecostal

201 W F M Rd 564, Mineola
903-569-5750

Pastor David Bethel

SEVENTH DAY ADVENTIST
Seventh Day Adventist

1904 Old Tyler Hwy., Mineola
903-569-6930

Pastor Richard Rose

Quitman
ASSEMBLY OF GOD
First Assembly of God

909 E. Goode St., Quitman
903-763-2901

Pastor Ken Otwell

BAPTIST
Clover Hill Baptist

FM 69, Quitman
903-967-7440

Pastor Mark Thompson
Ebenezer Baptist
FM 14, Quitman
903-967-2848

Pastor John Skelton
Faith Baptist Church

405 S Hart Street, Quitman
903-492-3535

Pastor Mike Midkiff
First Baptist, Quitman
301 W. Lane, Quitman

903-763-4142
Rev. Gabe Martin

Forest Hill Baptist Church
 1880 TX-37, Quitman

 (903) 967-3420
Pastor Fred Morrow 
Mt. Calvary Baptist

1119 E. G Goode St., Quitman
903-967-2392
Darrell Pixley

Muddy Creek Baptist
FM 69, Quitman
903-967-3384
Jerry Williams

Myrtle Springs Baptist
2185 FM 2225, Quitman

David Cook
903-878-2504

New Life Baptist Fellowship
7365 Main St., Quitman

903-763-1405
Charles Brewster
Rock Hill Baptist

3543 FM 2966, Quitman
903-878-2762
Ken Goodson

Whispering Hope Baptist Church
155 S Farm Road 14, Quitman

(903) 967-3149
Pastor Eddie Slaton

CHURCH OF CHRIST
Church of Christ

111 Winnsboro, Quitman
903-763-5544

Del Ussery

Church of God in Christ
Mt. Calvary Church of God in Christ

209 Bookman St., Quitman TX
(903)780-097

Pastor Bobby H.  Jones

JEWISH
Bethel Temple Fellowship

680 CR 2150, Quitman, Texas
(940) 206-5830

Rabbi  Linda Gutierrez

LATTER-DAY SAINTS
Church of Jesus Christ of

Latter-day Saints
1128 E Goode St, Quitman

(903) 967-3533
Bishop Dean Brown

METHODIST
Brock’s Chapel Methodist
207 Clark Street, Quitman

903-763-4062
Linda McCullough

First United Methodist
406 E Lane St, Quitman

(903) 763-4127
Rev. Keefe Cropper
Liberty Methodist

E. Goode St./Hwy. 154, Quitman
(903) 967-7691

Rev. Keefe Cropper

NON-DENOMINATIONAL
Church on the Rock

302 S Main St, Quitman
(903) 763-4588
David Jackson

Country Fellowship
of Wood County

709 Oakwood Dr • Quitman
Andrew McQueen

Living Water Fellowship
2574 FM2088, Quitman

(903) 967-2000
David Hartley

Wood County Cowboy Church
3435 FM 2088, Quitman

903-535-9155
Chase Pope

PENTECOSTAL UNITED
Victory Fellowship

United Pentecostal Church
1600 N. State Hwy. 37, Quitman

(903) 967-2628
Pastor Keith Clark

Sulphur Springs
LUTHERAN

Our Savior Lutheran
1000 Texas St, Sulphur Springs

(903) 885-5787
Timothy Eden

Winnsboro
BAPTIST

Cartwright Baptist
267 CR 4896, Winnsboro

903-967-2818
Pastor: Bro. Cody Mize
Crossroads Baptist

1314 CR 4870, Winnsboro
Pastor Terry Bolton
East Point Baptist

5029 FM 2088, Winnsboro
Bro. James Scott

Perryville Baptist Church
9429 E. FM 851, Winnsboro

903-725-7729
Little Hope Baptist Church

CR 3990 and CR 3984, Winnsboro
430-502-5855

Pastor James Young Jr.
Sharon Baptist

176 CR 4890, Winnsboro
903-629-7202
Perry Shirley

CATHOLIC
St. Ann’s Catholic

1010 W. FM 515, Winnsboro
903-629-7889
Mani Mathai

CHRISTIAN
Central Christian Church
110 Sage St., Winnsboro

903-342-5883
F. Kevin Hollowell

METHODIST
Perryville Methodist Church

FM 852, Perryville
8 Miles SE of Winnsboro

Glenda Mendoza

PRESBYTERIAN
First Presbyterian

302 S Chestnut St, Winnsboro
(903) 342-3011

Rev. Dr. Jerry Carpenter

Yantis
BAPTIST

County Line Baptist
6380 FM 2966, Yantis

903-383-2148
Pastor Rodney Christ

Covenant Reformed Baptist
FM 515 & 852, Yantis
Pastor Tony Jackson
First Baptist, Yantis

100 Church St., Yantis
903-383-2393

Pastor Craig Vance
White Oak Baptist
116 PR 5922, Yantis

(903) 383-2310
Pastor Jimmy Rogers

Lake Fork Baptist Church
A lighthouse on the lake

9483 W FM 515 • Alba, Tx 75410
(903) 473-9523 Fax: 903-474-9045

Website: www.lakeforkbaptist.org
email:info@lakeforkbaptist.org

Chad Lewis 903-763-5445
305 E. Goode St., Quitman

Kenneth L. Williams CPA
308 N. Main • Quitman

903-763-4366
We support our local community

Paddy’s Autoworks
Auto Repair Professionals

3841 E. Hwy. 154 • 903-967-3799
Open Mon.-Fri. 8 a.m.- 5 p.m.

Tiffany’s Restaurant
“My-O-My the Pie”
271 CR 1558 • Alba

903-765-2087
Open Daily 5 a.m. to 9 p.m.

Lowe Funeral Home
1102 E. Goode • 763-2242

Dwayne & Lucy Lowe
Quitman, Texas

DISCOUNT BUILDING
MATERIALS

Autumn Wind Assisted
Living of Winnsboro

903-342-3388

903-763-4711 • www.coventryfinancialtexas.com

Composition - Torchdown - Metal
Residential • Free Estimates

Boddie Roofing

903-850-4642

“Rejoice always, pray continually, give 
thanks in all circumstances; for this is 
God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.”
1 Thessalonians 5:16-18

Attend the church of  
your choice this week. 

These area churches welcome you.

SUPPORT OUR AREA 
CHURCHES WITH AN AD 

IN THIS LOCATION

“For it is all for your sake, so that as 
grace extends to more and more people 
it may increase thanksgiving, to the 
glory of God.”     2 Corinthians 4:15

“Give thanks to the Lord, 
for he is good; 

his love endures forever.”
1 Chronicles 16:34

“The Lord is my strength and my 
shield; in him my heart trusts, and I am 
helped; my heart exults, and with my 
song I give thanks to him.”     Psalm 28:7

“Devote yourselves to prayer, 
being watchful and thankful.”

Colossians 4:2 

602 E. Goode • 903-763-2931
BUILDING MATERIALS - FLOORING SHINGLES - SHEET METAL 

DOORS CABINETS - WINDOWS
Open Monday-Saturday 8 a m to 5 p m

903-569-2442 • 715 Mimosa St. • Mineola, Texas 75773
903-763-4522  • 211 N. Main • Quitman, TX 75783

Farm, Home & Ranch
Tyler, Texas
817-637-0071

East Texas Lightning Protection



Merchandise for Sale

Firewood

Want to buy cords of oak firewood, 
$210 cash. 10-30 cords not all at 
one time delivered to Sunnyvale, 
Texas 75182, 214-534-6508, Larry. 
Compro cuerdas de lena, $210 cash. 
Transportar a Sunnyvale, Texas. 
Llama a Larry, 214-534-6508. Habla 
solo Ingles.

Services

Miscellaneous

Texas Made Lawn and Tree Care, 20 
years experience, free estimates. Call 
John at 903-497-6819.

Hog, coyote and beaver control by 
wildlife biologist Mark McDonald. 903-
569-7603-cell, 903-769-3651-home.

Tax exemption agriculture, timber, 
wildlife plans. Timber appraisals, 
prairie or forest restoration and lake 
management. Wildlife biologist Mark 
McDonald. 903-769-3651-home, 903-
569-7603-cell.

Rentals

Apartments

Apartment for rent, 2-bedroom, 
1-bath. $775 + electric, $600 deposit. 
903-569-2665 or 817-919-6815.

Duplexes

Duplex completely remodeled, like 
new on quiet street in Mineola. No 
pets, no smoking. 2 bedroom 1 bath. 
903-335-4388.

Homes

For Rent, 2-bedroom, 1-bath frame 
house, new carpet, Quitman, $500 
month. 903-967-7667.

Mobile Homes

3--bedroom, 2-bath mobile home for 
rent in Quitman. No pets allowed. 
903-850-3570.

Monitor classifieds

COUNTRY TRAILS
Wellness & Rehabilitation

Contact Candy Janes HR

903-962-7595
1638 VZCR 1803•Grand Saline, TX 75140

EEOC/M/F/D/V

With New Shift Differentials

F/T CNA’s
F/T LVN/RN

Last Puzzle
 Solution

S-1455
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PO Box 1119
Quitman, TX 75783

FLORA 
MASONIC LODGE

Stated 1st Tues., 7:30 p.m.
MASTER: KEN JOHNSON

HELP WANTED
Bright Star-Salem Special Utility District is accepting 

applications for a Full Time water plant operator.  
This position will include work in surface water, ground water 
and distribution system. Applicants must be highly motivated 
and have dependable transportation. Working on holidays and 
weekends is required. 
Ground Water Operator or Surface Water Operator License is 
preferred but not mandatory. Must possess a valid Texas Drivers 
License.  Applicants are subject to a pre-employment drug and 
alcohol screening and criminal background check. Some heavy 
lifting and handling of chemicals is also required.  
Interested applicants can apply at Bright Star-Salem SUD 238 
N. Osborn Street, Alba, TX or online at brightstarwater.com. No 
phone calls please. 
Bright Star-Salem SUD in an equal opportunity employer, and 
offers an excellent benefit package including paid employee 
health insurance and retirement. Salary is commensurate on 
license and or experience. 

According to the U.S. Department 
of Housing and Urban Development all 
publishers should publish a notice such as 
the one below to indicate compliance with 
the Fair Housing Act. 

The Publisher’s Notice must be 
published one time in every edition of 
your publication that contains real estate/
housing advertising. The notice should be 
placed at the beginning of the real estate/
housing classi ed ads.

PUBLISHER’S NOTICE

PUBLISHER’S NOTICE:
All real estate advertised herein 
is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes 
it illegal to advertise “any 
preference, limitation, or dis-
crimination because of race, 
color, religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status or national 
origin, or intention to make any 
such preference, limitation or 
discrimination.” 
This newspaper will not know-
ingly accept any advertising for 
real estate which is in violation 
of the law. All persons are here-
by informed that all dwellings 
advertised are available on an 
equal opportunity basis.

OKLAHOMA PRESS ASSOCIATION
3601 N. Lincoln Blvd., Oklahoma City, OK 73105 • (405) 499-0020, 1-888-815-2672 (toll-free in OK) • www.OkPress.com

October 2008

The Fair Housing Act also applies to 
display advertising for real estate and 
rental properties. 

Display advertising should include the 
equal housing opportunity slogan or logo 

at the following standards dictated by the 
U.S. Department of Housing and 
Urban Development. These indicate to 
the public that the property is available to 
everyone under the provisions of the Fair 
Housing Act.

EHO LOGO IN ADS

AD SIZE

Less than 4 column inches:
(Slogan Only)

4 column inches 
to less than 1/8 page:

(Logo Dimensions: 1/2” x 1/2”)

1/8 page 
to less than 1/2 page:

(Logo Dimensions: 1” x 1”)

1/2 page or larger:
(Logo Dimensions: 2” x 2”)

SLOGAN OR LOGO SIZE

NEWSPAPER REQUIREMENT ADVERTISER REQUIREMENT

Download the 
Equal Housing Logo at 
www.OkPress.com/FHA

Buy lot 50x100' near
Lake Fork, RV ready,
$1500 down and
monthly payments

under $200
(903) 878-7265

Under $200/ MONTH 
buys land at Lake Fork. 
50x100’. Perfect for site 
built homes, mobiles/ 
RV’s. (903)878-7265.

PUBLIC SALE NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN,
pursuant to Chapter 59 of the Texas Property Code, 

KeepIt Mini Storage 
will sell to the general public by auction with bidding completed 
by 10:00 AM, Thursday December 19, 2019 the property 
described as miscellaneous personal property contained in 
spaces rented by the following occupants: 

086 – Christopher Phillips;  
388, 390 – Joe Ann Maynard; 
244 – Katherine Smith;  
245 – David Ripley; 
337 – Latrecia James;  
476 – Kenneth Gaynor.  

Facility Owner reserves the right to bid at the sale. Purchases 
must be made with cash only and paid for at the time of the sale. 
All purchased goods are sold “As-Is.” 
All Buyers must register at www.storagetreasures.com 
and the sale will be conducted in accordance with auction 
rules established by the Facility Owner. Sales are subject to 
cancellation in the event of settlement between Landlord and 
obligated party.  
Sale will be conducted online by www.storagetreasures.com.

PUBLIC NOTICE
Wood County will be disposing of County-owned surplus 
property on an online auction at www.auctioneerexpress.
com, Dale McGonagill Lic# TX1380. Auction will start 
ending on December 9, 2019 11:00 am.  This disposal is in the 
accordance with Texas Local Government Code 263.152 and 
was authorized by the Wood County Commissioner’s Court 
November 5, 2019.

Surplus includes:
John Deere 410G Backhoe 
Bobcat E50 Excavator 
REX HDS Mixers (4 total)
Miscellaneous REX Mixer Parts 
International 8600 Dump Truck 
Ford F-700 Bucket Truck
Ford F-750 Dump Truck
Ford F-350 Truck
Ford F-150 Truck
Drop Deck Equipment Trailer 
Alkota 122 Steam Cleaner 
Miscellaneous Mower Parts
Miscellaneous electronic and computer equipment

Part-time, approx. 12 hrs/wk. • Start date Jan. 2020

The Director is tasked with envisioning, developing 
& nurturing programs that minister to the spiritual 
growth & needs of children (Pre-K-5th gr.) & 
their families. 

Please send your resume to:
FUMC Mineola SPRC, 612 N. Newsom, Mineola, TX 75773; 
or email to Paulfumc@suddenlinkmail.com. 

Children’s Program Director FUMC Mineola

Jonathan, Rodney & Nic Watkins

P.O. Box 1188 Mineola, TX 75773 (Across from WAL-MART)

903-569-5115
www.watkinsinsurancegroup.com

Discounts up to 40%
1 2 3 4
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TEXAS
CROSSWORD

by Charley & Guy Orbison

ACROSS

DOWN

  1  “the tail that ____
      the dog” 
  5  TX has two
      “Ripley’s Believe
      __  __ Not”
      Odditoriums
  6   this Horne was in
      “Death of a Gun-
      fighter” with TX
      Morgan Woodward
  7  stupefy
  8  TXism: “confused
      __  _ goat on
      astroturf”
  9  large primate
12  TXism: “it beats a
      poke in the eye
      with a _____”  
17  carbonated water
19  Dallas-based
      artist, Torres
21  cards or drugs
      distributor (2 wds.)
22  Halloween
      creature
23  TX Bush helped
      depose this
      Hussein in 2003
28  “Texas Two-____”
29  TXism: “beller”
30  single-cell
      organism
31  TX Trini sang “If _
      ___  _ Hammer”
35  Rio Grande City is
      seat of this county
36  TXism: “nervous
      as _  ____-______
      cat in a room full
      of rocking chairs”
42  schooling
44  in Wichita County
      on highway 258
46  goddess of love
48  a UT professor
      won the Pulitzer for
      book “Exploration
      and ______”

  1  “____  __  _  _____
      hare” (act crazy)
  2  TXism: “mad as _
      ______ snake”
  3  the site of the first
      skirmish of the 
      TX Revolution
  4  Astros’ Jose Altuve
      won the _  ___
      Hickok Belt in 2017
  9  in Tarrant County
      on highway 199 
10  _______  _______
      the blinds (checking
      on noise outside)
11  “to ___ is human”

49  __ Jo, TX (abbr.)
50  quality coffee
51  TXism: “she’d have
      to stand up twice to
      ____ a shadow”
      (skinny)
52  “___ on the side of 
       caution”
53  wallet stuffers
54  this “Tiger” Teague was
      a longtime U.S. Rep.

56  org. that admisters
      TX public school
      contests
57  hair product
58  TX-born Annette
      O’Toole 1982
      film: “48 ___”

12  sink under weight
13  he quarterbacked
      the Cowboys to
      three Super Bowl
      victories
14  TXism: “let __  __”
      (leave it alone)
15  inferior cow
16  former country AM
      in Odessa
18  body ink, for short
20  TX Buddy Holly’s
      “Rave __”
23  former “Stone
      Cold” TX wrestler
      (init.)
24  TX-based “___
      Pictures,” a large
      media company
25  “____ on”
     (show uncritical
      fondness)

26  TXism: “____  __
      a doornail”
27  sudden and 
      unexpected
32  _  _ Bissinger
      wrote “Friday
      Night Lights”
33  TX-based “Asleep
      __ the Wheel”
34  elected county
      prosecutor (abbr.)
36  ____ smasher
37  cruise ship deck

38  TXism: “jumpy as
      a cat __  ___”
39  senior memory
      moment?
40  gives off
41  lineage-based
      patriotic org. for
      women
43  TX “Cowpokes”
      cartoonist, Ace
      (init.)
45  “__ Ole Butcher
      Shop” in Plano
47  occurring before
48  study of production
      & consumption of 
      goods (abbr.) 
55  “____ of society”
      (troubles) 
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IN THE JUVENILE COURT 
OF TALLADEGA COUNTY 

CASE NO. JU-2017-000411.03

NOTICE OF PETITION FOR TERMINATION OF PARENTAL RIGHTS
TO:  T.R. the natural or legal father of J.L.W., a minor, born 3/12/07 in Bemidji, Minnesota. 
Notice is hereby given that a petition has been filed by the Alabama Dept. of Human Resources in 
Talladega County seeking to terminate parental rights to J.L.W. You have a right to be represented 
by an attorney and, if the juvenile court determines that you are indigent, counsel shall be appointed 
for you if you are unable for financial reasons to retain your own attorney. You are required to file 
an answer with the Clerk of the Court and the Petitioner’s attorney, John Mark Padgett, Assistant 
Attorney General, Alabama Dept. of Human Resources, P.O. Box 304000, Montgomery, AL 
36130-4000, within fourteen (14) days after the last publication of this notice or a judgment will 
be entered against you. A hearing has been set in this Court for the 7th day of February, 2020 
at 9:00a.m. o’clock in the Talladega County Juvenile Court, at which time you may appear and 
contest the same, if you so choose.

Clerk of Juvenile Court
Attorney for Petitioner:

John Mark Padgett (PAD012)
Assistant Attorney General
Talladega County Department of Human Resources
S. Gordon Persons Bldg.
50 Ripley Street N 
Montgomery, Alabama 36130

CLERK OF THE COURT DONNA HUSTON PETITIONER‘S ATTORNEY OR PETITIONER
PO BOX 1707 SHAWN K BRADY
QUITMAN, TX 75783 6351  PRESTON ROAD SUITE 350
 FRISCO, TX  75034

THE STATE OF TEXAS
TO:,  The Unknown Heirs at Law of George Elvin Payne, Deceased, Respondent(s), Greetings:

 “You have been sued. You may employ an attorney. You or your attorney are hereby 
commanded  to appear by filing a written answer to the Plaintiff ’s Original Petition at or before 
10:00 a.m. of the Monday next following the expiration of forty-two days after you were served 
this citation.”

 Said Plaintiff ’s Original Petition was filed in the 402nd Judicial District Court of Wood 
County, Texas on this the 30th day of October, 2019, in this cause numbered 2019-615 on the 
docket of said court, and styled,

21ST MORTGAGE CORPORATION
vs.

THE UNKNOWN HEIRS AT LAW OF GEORGE ELVIN PAYNE, DECEASED
IN RE: 579 BURTON RD., HAWKINS, TEXAS 75765

 A brief statement of the nature of this suit is as follows, to wit:

A SUIT TO JUDICIALLY FORECLOSE ON PROPERTY DESCRIBED IN PLAINTIFF’S 
ORIGINAL PETITION & MORE COMMONLY KNOWN AS 579 BURTON RD., HAWKINS, 
WOOD COUNTY, TEXAS 75765.

As is more fully shown by Plaintiff ’s Petition on file in this suit. The officer executing this process 
shall promptly execute the same according to law, and make due return as the law directs.

Issued and given under my hand and Seal of said Court at office in Quitman, Texas, on this the 
4th day of November, 2019.

  ATTEST:
  DONNA HUSTON- CLERK
  402nd Judicial  District Court of
  Wood County, Texas
   Signed: 11/4/2019 1:24:54 PM

  By: _____________________________  , DEPUTY

NO. 13,590
ESTATE OF § IN THE COUNTY COURT
 §
OSCAR LEATHERWOOD, § OF
 §
DECEASED § WOOD COUNTY, TEXAS

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
Notice is hereby given that original Letters Testamentary for 
the Estate of OSCAR LEATHERWOOD, Deceased, were 
issued on November 18, 2019, in No. 13,590, pending in the 
County Court of Wood County, Texas to VICKIE CRAWFORD 
LEATHERWOOD.

The residence of the Independent Executor is in Wood County,  
Texas. The post office address of the Independent Executor is 
c/o Richard E. Roberts, P.O. Box 70, Quitman, Wood County, 
Texas 75783.

All persons having claims against the Estate, which is currently 
being administered, are required to present them within the 
time and in the manner prescribed by law.

DATED this 18th day of November, 2019.

________________________________________
RICHARD E. ROBERTS, Attorney for
VICKIE CRAWFORD LEATHERWOOD, 
Independent Executor

TEXAS MADE
Lawn & Tree Care

20 years experience
Free Estimates

• Call Jon •
903-497-6819

O
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PUBLIC NOTICE 
NOTICE OF SHERIFF’S SALE 

THE STATE OF TEXAS 
COUNTY OF WOOD

By virtue of an Order of Sale issued out of the 402nd Judicial 
District Court of Wood County on November 18, 2019 by the 
Clerk thereof in Cause Number 2019-536 styled City National 
Bank of Sulphur Springs, Texas vs. Peyton Blu Essl in which 
City National Bank of Sulphur Springs, Texas is Plaintiff, I will 
proceed to sell at 10:00 o’clock A.M. on the 7th day of January, 
2020, which is the first Tuesday of said month, at Quitman, 
Texas, the following described property, to wit:

2018 Honda Accord, VIN 1HGCV1F37JA180368

Levied on September 16, 2019, at 4:20 o’clock P.M., as the 
property of Peyton Blu Essl to satisfy a judgment amount 
of $26,170.22 plus post-judgment costs of sale and interest 
recoverable by law in favor of Plaintiff. All bidders must 
comply with all provisions of Texas law. 

Given under my hand this 15th day of November, 2019.

Thomas Castloo, Sheriff, Wood County, Texas

 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARINGS 
ON ZONING CHANGE REQUEST 

to rezone Lots 1,2,3,4,5,6B,7A,7B,8,9 
Block 6 of Quitman Townsites 

from Residential (R-1B) to  
         General Business (B-2) 

          by request of property owner 
 

Notice is hereby given that public hearings will be held on 
the above referenced properties regarding a request made 
by the property owner to change the zoning from Residen-

tial (R-1B) to General Business (B-2) as follows: 
 

Planning and Zoning Commission  
December 16, 2019 at 5:30 PM 

 
Quitman City Council 

December 19, 2019 at 5:30 PM 
 

Both hearings will be held in the Quitman City Council 
Chambers, located in Quitman City Hall at 401 E. Goode. 

 
Following the public hearing on December 16th, the Plan-
ning and Zoning Commission will recommend to the City 

Council to approve or deny the request.  Following the pub-
lic hearing on December 19th, the City Council will take 

action to approve or deny the request. 
 

Additional information regarding the request is available at 
City Hall, City of Quitman. 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARINGS
ON ZONING CHANGE REQUEST

to rezone Lots 1,2,3,4,5,6B,7A,7B,8,9 
Block 6 of Quitman Townsites 

from Residential (R-1B) to
General Business (B-2)

by request of property owner

Notice is hereby given that public hearings will be held 
on the above referenced properties regarding a request 
made by the property owner to change the zoning from 

Residential (R-1B) to General Business (B-2) as follows:

Planning and Zoning Commission 
December 16, 2019 at 5:30 PM

Quitman City Council 
December 19, 2019 at 5:30 PM

Both hearings will be held in the Quitman City Council 
Chambers, located in Quitman City Hall at 401 E. Goode.

Following the public hearing on December 16th, the 
Planning and Zoning Commission will recommend to the 
City Council to approve or deny the request. Following 
the public hearing on December 19th, the City Council 

will take action to approve or deny the request.
Additional information regarding the request is available 

at City Hall, City of Quitman.

PUBLIC NOTICE
Notice is hereby given that a public hearing has been set 

for revision on the plat of Holly Lake Ranch Subdivision.
The revision includes lots 29, 30, and 30L, Section VII, 

within Holly Lake Ranch Subdivision.
The public hearing is set for Tuesday, December 17, 

2019, at 10:00 A.M. in the Commissioners Courtroom. All 
persons interested in revision to this plat may appear at the 
public hearing with opposition should they so desire.

Lucy Hebron
Wood County Judge

REQUEST FOR BIDS

NEW CONSTRUCTION

Mineola ISD is accepting sealed bids for the construction 
of a new maintenance building with an engineer’s stamp.  
For additional information, contact Rick Browning at 
903-569-2448.

Bids are to be delivered to 1695 W Loop 564, Mineola, 
TX  75773 by 3:00 pm, Thursday, December 12, 2019.  
Place “Bid for Construction” on the bid envelope.  MISD 
reserves the right to reject any and/or all bids. We are busy!

Now hiring for the following:
•  General Production
•  Sitdown Forklift Operators
•  Quality Assurant
•  General Maintenance
•  Pullers/Pallet Racks/Receivers 
     Forklift Experience 

1st and 2nd Shift Available
Must be willing to work flexible shifts.

APPLY TODAY AT ONE OF OUR LOCAL BRANCHES

• • • Ask About The Benefits • • •
$5.00 co-pay for Doctor - $5.00 co-pay for Dental, Vision, 

Vacation Pay and Holiday Pay

WE ARE BUSY! 

Now hiring for the following: 

**General Produc?on 

**Sitdown ForkliB Operators 

**Quality Assurant 

**General Maintenance 

**Pullers/Pallet Racks/Receivers ForkliB Experience  

1st and 2nd ShiB Available 

Must be willing to work flexible shiBs. 

APPLY TODAY AT ONE OF OUR LOCAL BRANCHES 

 

                        101 Bill Bradford Rd.                                                                          705 N. Pacific 

                        Suite #8                                 Suite #A 

                        Sulphur Springs, Texas  75482                                                           Mineola, Texas   
75773 

                         903-885-2835         903-347-7016 

***Ask about the benefits, $5.00 co pay for Doctor - $5.00 co-pay for Dental, Vision, Vaca?on 
Pay and Holiday Pay**** 

101 Bill Bradford Rd. 
Suite #8
Sulphur Springs, 
Texas  75482
903-885-2835

705 N. Pacific 
Suite #A
Mineola, 
Texas  75773
903-347-7016

November marks Arbor 
Day in Texas and also the 
start of the perfect time for 
planting trees. Planting 
trees in East Texas between 
November and February 
almost guarantees success 
– as long as you plant cor-
rectly. The process starts 
with buying the right tree 
for that right spot in your 
yard. (Please note that in 
this article I’m referring to 
container trees, as those are 
typically the homeowner’s 
best option.)

Choose a tree recom-
mended for our area – when 
in doubt, look to the tree 
selection tool on the Texas 
A&M web site, texastree-
planting.tamu.edu, for rec-
ommendations. If you want 
a tree with great fall color, 
you’re about a week late this 
year in picking it out at the 
nursery thanks to our early 
freezes. Fall foliage can vary 
a bit tree to tree, but the 
TAMU site will guide you 
to varieties with generally 
good fall color. Have the 
planting location in mind 
when you go shopping, and 
be sure to consider the ma-
ture size of the tree for that 
spot. Trees will grow more 
slowly when planted too 
close to another tree. Also 
ensure that the mature tree 
will not interfere with pow-
er lines, or the power com-
pany will ensure that as the 
tree grows (and it won’t be 
pretty). 

Dig a wide, shallow hole, 
two to three times the width 
of the tree’s container. (As 
you’re digging the hole, put 
the excavated soil on a tarp 
or in a container so you’ll 
have it handy to refill the 
hole.) I like to place the con-
tainer where I want the tree, 
then dig all around it with 
my shovel perpendicular 
to the container. Once this 
outer ring is dug, I move 
the pot and dig the center 
of the hole no deeper than 
the root ball (not the height 
of the pot). You may have to 
remove soil or mulch from 
the top of the pot to expose 
the flare of the tree, where 
the trunk meets the roots. 
Take the tree out of the pot 
if necessary, and measure to 
be sure - you want to plant 
the tree, not bury it. The top 
of the root ball should be at 
or a bit above ground lev-
el when it’s planted. A tree 
planted too deeply will look 

like a telephone pole stick-
ing out of the ground.

When the hole is dug, take 
your shovel and rough up 
the soil all the way around 
the sides - stab and twist, 
stab and twist; the rough 
edges make it easier for wa-
ter and roots to penetrate. 
Finally, fill the hole with 
water to ensure there is 
good drainage; if the water 
doesn’t drain within a day, 
pick another spot. This is 
the one time I’m glad that 
the soil on my property is 
sugar sand; it’s easy to dig 
and drains well.

Now that the hole is ready 
for the tree, it’s time to get 
the tree ready for the hole. 
Remove the tree from the 
container and check the 
roots. If the roots circle the 
pot, you’ll need to sever 
them: cut an X across the 
bottom, then four even-
ly-spaced cuts up the side of 
the root ball (north, south, 
east and west). This will 
stop the roots from girdling 
the tree and killing it. If the 
tree isn’t root bound in the 
pot, then just tease the roots 
apart a bit to encourage the 
roots to grow outward.

Place the tree in the center 
of the hole and spread the 
roots out a bit. Ensure the 
root flare at the top of the 
root ball is at or a bit above 
the soil level. If the hole is 

too deep after loosening the 
roots, add some of the soil 
that you dug out into the 
center and stomp it down 
a bit – you want the bot-
tom of the root ball on firm 
soil. Make sure the pret-
ty side of the tree is facing 
forward and that the tree 
is upright. Backfill the hole 
with the original soil you 
dug out of the hole onto 
the tarp and water well to 
settle the roots in. Top the 
root ball with three to four 
inches of mulch, but keep it 
away from the trunk. Don’t 
stake or prune your tree at 
this time, except to remove 
damaged branches. That’s 
it – you’re done!

Since winters in east Tex-
as are generally wet, you 
shouldn’t have to worry 
about watering till the sum-
mer heat – then water well 
every week to ten days. 
Following these steps, you 
should have success with 
the trees you plant in your 
east Texas garden.

About the author: Lin is gar-
den manager for the Wood 
County Arboretum & Botan-
ical Gardens in Quitman and 
is there each Wednesday from 
9-noon, weather permitting. 
Stop by and meet her and the 
rest of the Guardians of the Gar-
den. Email gardening questions 
to txgardengal@gmail.com

By Lin Grado

The crape myrtle showcases its root flare.

Forever Young Activity 
Center is again hosting the 
annual Quitman Tour of 
Homes on Sunday, Dec. 8 
from noon-5 p.m. with five 
beautiful properties fea-
tured on the route. Advance 
tickets are $10, $12 the day 

of the tour, and may be pur-
chased at the Forever Young 
Center, 401 S. Main in Quit-
man, from any FYAC Asso-
ciate, or by calling 903-763-
8585.  

The Center’s Christmas 
Country Store will also 
be open for business from 
noon-5 p.m. the day of the 
tour. Featured this year are 
hand-crafted arts and crafts, 
Christmas items, a bake sale, 
and guest vendors. Shop 
for gifts of the season and 
homemade baked goods 
from wonderful local cooks, 
then venture out to enjoy the 
beautifully decorated homes 
on the tour. Tickets to the 
tour can also be purchased 
at the Country Store. 

The tour ticket stub in-

cludes a chance to win a 
handmade door prize of 
a snowman family, a sled 
painted with Santa and oth-
er prizes. Be sure to drop the 
stub in the jar at the Coun-
try Store.  Drawing will 
take place shortly before the 
store’s 5 p.m. closing time 
Dec. 8.

FYAC seeks to meet the 
needs of the senior commu-
nities of Wood County. In 
addition to offering a place 
to hone game skills, educa-
tional programs and speak-
ers, live entertainment and 
arts and crafts projects are 
offered. Hours are 9 a.m.-4 
p.m. Wednesdays and Fri-
days, with a Supper Club 
get-together at 5:30 p.m. ev-
ery third Saturday.

Five area homes featured on Quitman tour

Burkett home, 3226 CR 1970, Yantis.

Wood County Monitor classifieds

Stallings home, 404 Shady Bend, Quitman.

Busbee home, 100 PR 5982, Yantis.

Orr home, 237 CR 1991, Yantis.

Selman home, 131 CR 1994, Yantis.
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By AMANDA DUNCAN
news@wood.cm

The Legacy Project be-
gan with a question Sunnie 
Cook asked her aging fa-
ther, “What legacy do you 
want to leave?”

Cook’s elderly father had 
sustained injuries after a 
fall and had to be hospi-
talized. Living over eight 
hours away from him, Cook 
wasn’t able to spend the 
time she wanted to with her 
dad while he was admitted. 
She realized how many un-
answered questions she had 
about his life, who he used 
to be, and how he wanted 
others to remember him 
when he was gone. 

Life is fleeting and it’s 
easy to get caught up in 
the everyday busy-ness, 
often taking for granted 
that there will be another 
day with loved ones. Cook 
didn’t want to waste more 
time. She wanted to capture 
the moments she had left 
with her dad. When visiting 
with him, she heard stories 
she hadn’t heard before and 
began recording them. 

As a child, family and 
event photographer, her 
mind naturally gravitated 
toward photographing her 
dad every chance she got. 

When he was placed in 
a nursing facility, her pas-
sion for photographing the 
elderly in nursing facilities 
was ignited. She saw so 
many people existing, only 
shells of who they used to 
be, and she knew there was 
still life, love, advice and 
stories behind their eyes.

Cook began going into lo-

cal nursing homes and vis-
iting with the residents. She 
started asking them ques-
tions and taking photos of 
them. As she did, she saw 
them come alive. 

She had the idea to take 
“senior portraits” of the res-
idential elderly, an area of 
photography that is often 
forgotten. She established a 
day and a time to set up her 
equipment. 

With a sitting fee of $25 
to cover the costs, residents 
who participated were giv-
en an 8x10 copy of their 
photo. 

She brought in props and 
accessories, and the wom-
en felt beautiful as they got 
dressed up for their por-
traits. 

At the first event, there 
were some residents who 
couldn’t afford the sitting 
fee. Another resident’s fam-
ily paid for their sitting fee 
so they could participate. 
She took about 10 portraits 
on that first day.

Months later, she went 
to another nursing home 
where she did 26 portraits. 
A lot of the residents there 
don’t get regular visitors. 
Some don’t even have fam-
ily and are just wards of the 
state. For those, Cook didn’t 
charge a sitting fee, and 
gave away what she could 
afford.

Word of her project began 
to spread and she started 
getting donations of acces-
sories and photo props. A 
few people have sponsored 
photo shoots for elderly 
residents to have the expe-
rience.

“The experience is for the 

residents; the photos are 
for the family,” says Cook, 
“Pictures are so important 
because that’s all you have 
when the people are gone.”

At Mineola Heights 
Healthcare, Cook helped 
create a wall of honor by 
taking portraits of the res-
idential veterans. It was 
unveiled on Memorial Day 
and gives the residents a 
sense of belonging and 
pride.

In September, she helped 
put together a “senior 
prom” at Mineola Heights 
Healthcare where she took 
portraits.

“Anytime the seniors are 
getting all dressed up, they 
feel young and alive. The 
residents danced and had a 
great time,” said Sunni.

She plans to do more se-
nior proms, take more por-
traits and get them talking 
about the legacy they want 
to leave.

Eventually, she hopes to 
publish a book compiled of 
the images and stories she 
has gathered, and start a 
movement of capturing the 
character of senior citizens 
through photography.

To recommend a senior 
citizen with a captivating 
story, to get senior photos 
taken of a loved one, or to 
sponsor the portraits for 
someone in a nursing fa-
cility, contact Sunnie Cook 
at 903-833-4367 or sunnie-
dawnphotography@gmail.
com.

Follow the legacy project 
at www.facebook.com/sun-
niedawnphotography.

Quitman High School seniors Cash Powell (left) and Jordan Blalock (right) 
were honored as the Quitman Rotary Club’s Students of the Month for Novem-
ber. (Monitor photo by Larry Tucker)

Photographer Sunnie Cook has a passion for taking portraits of the elderly. (Monitor photo by Amanda Duncan)

Portraits of the elderly 
is Cook’s Legacy ProjectBy LARRY TUCKER

editor@wood.cm

The Quitman Bulldogs 
upped their season record 
to 2-2 with a pair of wins 
at the Union Grove Tour-
nament, bringing home the 
second place trophy.

The Bulldogs defeated the 
Union Grove JV in the first 
round 74-31, followed by a 
61-53 over the Union Grove 
varsity team before falling 
to McLeod 63-44.

Senior Bulldogs Trey Ber-
ry and Jace Reid made the 
all-tournament team.

“I am very proud of 
these boys. This was the 
first championship game 
that any of these boys have 
played in since being in 
high school. We had a bad 
third quarter which cost 
us,” Head Coach Jim Reid 
said. “We just need to keep 
improving. We have a tough 
schedule coming up.”

In the opening 74-31 win 
over the Union Grove JV, 
Quitman streaked to a 17-4 
first quarter lead and took a 
38-10 lead at the half. Quit-
man outscored the JV Lions 
36-21 in the second half. 
Reid hit for 31 points, in-
cluding seven buckets from 
three-point range while 
Berry added 24 points. Reid 
added nine steals and Berry 
had eight thefts. Other Bull-
dog scoring came from Aid-
en Corrior and Ford Tan-
nebaum with seven points 
each. Reid also had nine 
steals with Berry adding 
eight steals and Ben Bur-
roughs five steals.

The Bulldogs faced the 
Union Grove varsity in 
round two and were hot 
from the beginning, taking 
a 23-10 lead after just one 
quarter. Quitman took a 38-
20 lead at intermission.  The 
game got tighter in the sec-
ond half, but Quitman held 

a comfortable lead in the 
second half. Reid tallied 24 
points including seven tri-
ples with Berry adding 16 
points and Rylie Flanagan 
10. Tannebaum added six 
points and Corrior scored 
four points while hauling 
down seven rebounds and 
dishing out seven assists.

The championship game  
was close in the first half 
with Quitman taking a 25-
23 advantage. The third 
quarter was costly for the 
Bulldogs as McLeod went 
on a 27-6 run. The final 
score was 63-44. Berry and 
Reid each had 12 points 
while Corrior added 10.  

After going to Van Mon-
day, the Bulldogs were 
scheduled to host North 
Hopkins Tuesday. Next 
week Quitman will host 
Cumby Tuesday and then 
travel west for the Lipan 
Tournament.

The Quitman Bulldogs were runner-up at the Union Grove Tournament last weekend. They are (back, left to right) 
Chris Chabaud, Hunter Gilbreath, Rylie Flanagan, Coach Brandon Fields and Head Coach Jim Reid; (bottom, left to 
right) Jace Reid, Ben Burroughs, Trey Berry, Cody Hawley, River Chaney, Hayden Cook, Ty Holland, Ford Tannebaum 
and Aiden Corrior.  (Courtesy photo)

Bulldogs second at Union Grove

Quitman’s Trey Berry (2) and Jace 
Reid (33) were named all-tourna-
ment at the Union Grove Tourna-
ment. Berry averaged 17 a game 

and Reid hit for 22 points per game. 
(Courtesy photo)
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Tuesday, December 3

4 p.m. to 6 p.m.

UT Health Quitman
 117 N. Winnsboro St., Quitman

MONDAY - FRIDAY
8:00AM–6:00PM

SATURDAY
8:00AM–1:00PM

1st place
Elroy Doggett, Carter 

Goth, Robert Tullis, Roger 

Stai, Jimmie Baughmann  – 
16 under par.

Closest to the pin:

#5 Carter Goth
#9 Kent Mullins
#18 J.D. Robbins

Mineola Country Club Thursday senior scramble

By SAM MAJOR
photos@wood.cm

The Alba-Golden boys 
basketball team successfully 
started their 2020 campaign, 
defeating the Campbell In-
dians 55–43 last Tuesday at 
home.

The Panthers’ new round-
ball coach Craig Philo had 
just one week with his team 
after the end of football sea-
son to introduce them to 
his style of coaching. “We 
still have a ways to go to re-
fine and understand every-
thing,” he stated. 

They already seem to be 
off on the right foot.

There did appear to be 
occasional remnants of the 
gridiron spilling over onto 
the hardcourt with many 
whistles to accompany a 
couple tackles and a few 
fumbles. No yellow flags ap-
peared, nor did white ones 
despite a fast start by the 
Panthers.

Alba-Golden opened the 
season with 16 unanswered 
points led by senior post 
Jacob Dailey contributing 8 
early toward his tally of 13 

on the night.
Campbell went scoreless 

until making a free throw 
with 55 seconds remaining 
in the first quarter, to which 
they added a three-pointer 
just 30 seconds later.

The score favored the Pan-
thers 20-4 after eight min-
utes.

The Indians scored just a 
single two-point field goal 
in the first half, indicative of 
Panther defensive pressure, 
successful clogging of the 
lane and some poor Indian 
shooting.

Tim Mitchell had five first-
half buckets for 10 points 
and went on to lead the Pan-
thers’ scoring with 16 total 
to go with his solid defen-
sive play.

Alba-Golden owned a 
commanding 33-15 lead at 
the halfway break.

The Panthers never relin-
quished the lead, but they 
may have learned some-
thing about playing with 
one against Campbell. 

With over half the group 
playing their first varsity 
contest Tuesday, the new 
recruits saw serious playing 

time when seniors Mitchell, 
Jon Michael Chadwick and 
Hayden Weissert racked up 
several personal fouls and 
subsequently rode pine for 
extended stretches.

“I am not happy with foul 
trouble problems or giving 
up a lead, but it’s a learning 
process to play at the varsi-
ty level.” With just a week 
of prep, Coach Philo said, 
“The team competed hard 
and have nothing to feel bad 
about for a first game.”

With a seemingly safe 
19-point advantage after 
three quarters, the Panthers 
started to burn clock in the 
fourth, resulting in their of-
fense briefly stalling out. 
Reaching the bonus quickly 
allowed Campbell to climb 
back into the game via free 
throws, going 8 of 10 at the 
line and outscoring the Pan-
thers 17–9 in the fourth peri-
od, but it was hardly enough 
to close the gap to catch Al-
ba-Golden.

Once Mitchell, Chadwick 
and Weissert returned to the 
floor, they helped secure a 
season-opening victory by 
an 11-point margin.

By LARRY TUCKER
editor@wood.cm

The Quitman Bulldogs 
fought and clawed their way 
back from an early 13-point 
deficit to Canton but fell in a 
close 58-52 game.

Canton scored the first 11 
points and the hot Eagles led 
24-11 after one quarter. Bull-
dog starting seniors Trey 
Berry, Jace Reid and Ben 
Burroughs sparked a come-
back which saw the Bull-
dogs finally knot the score 
at 43-43 going into the final 
quarter.

The Bulldogs had no trou-
ble breaking the Canton 
press in the final three quar-
ters and did a great job on the 
boards. Reid came through 

with a double-double, 15 
points and 10 rebounds, se-
curing defensive rebounds 
as the ‘Dogs soared back 
into the game. 

Six Bulldogs saw action in 
the season opener. Joining 
Berry, Reid and Burroughs 
on the floor were senior 
Rylie Flanagan and juniors 
Aiden Corrior and Cody 
Hawley. Although Hawley 
did not score, he came off 
the bench and gave the Bull-
dogs a strong defensive lift.

Berry led the scoring with 
21 points followed by Re-
id’s 15. Burroughs added 
12 points hitting on four of 
seven long range three point 
shots while Corrior add-
ed four points. Reid added 
three triples and Berry one 

to give Quitman eight treys 
for the night. Reid also add-
ed six assists and five of 11 
Quitman steals. Quitman 
committed 19 turnovers in 
the game.

Canton got a four point 
lead and went into a 
four-corner stalling offense 
forcing Quitman to foul to 
get the ball back. The Ea-
gles hit on eight of nine free 
throws down the stretch to 
secure the win.

After games against Van 
on Monday and North 
Hopkins Tuesday, the Bull-
dogs will be home against 
Cumby Tuesday, Dec. 3, be-
fore heading west to Lipan 
Dec. 5-7 for tournament play 
against some of North Texas 
best teams.

Led by post Ava Bur-
roughs, the Quitman Lady 
Bulldogs upped their season 
record to 2-0 with a solid 
43-33 win over Longview 
Spring Hill last Tuesday. 
The road win was highlight-
ed by another tough defen-
sive outing by Quitman.

Burroughs had 15 points 
and dominated on the 
boards while Maddy White-
hurst added nine points. 

Other scoring for Quitman 
came from Lindsey Horn-
aday who had five points 
including a big three-point 
shot in the third quarter. 
Kynlee Love came through 
with four points and played 
solid defense. 

Shelby Hayes added to 
the tough defensive play 
and had several assists 
along with hitting a triple 
in the second quarter. Reiny 

Luman had another out-
standing game in the lane 
and under the bucket pro-
vided defensive rebounding 
and setting screens for team-
mates.

The Lady Bulldogs were 
scheduled to play at the 
Union Grove Tournament 
over the weekend before re-
turning home to host North 
Hopkins Tuesday.

Alba-Golden players swarm the Campbell ball handler, clockwise from top left, Will Hartin, 4, Jacob Dailey, 30, Jon 
Michael Chadwick, 12, and Blake Weissert, 10. (Monitor photo by Sam Major)

Panthers start fast, hold off Campbell in opener

Lady Bulldogs put the clamps on Spring Hill

Quitman Bulldog Trey Berry scores two of his team leading 21 points against Canton last Tuesday. (Monitor photo by 
Larry Tucker)

Quitman fights back before falling

Call Brandi at 903-763-4522
or email ads@wood.cm
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Care you trust – close to home 
Family Medicine

ChristusTrinityClinic.org
19-2919

844.606.DOCS

James Dee Dopson, M.D.
Quitman

Jamie Johnson, FNP-C
Mineola

Roel Flores, D.O.
Mineola  
El habla español

Suzanne Terrell, FNP 
Quitman

Jeffrey Yarbrough, FNP
Mineola

Linda Shelton, FNP 
Quitman

Kyle Gully, M.D.
Mineola

Amarina O’Byrne, FNP 
Mineola

Kristal Spencer, FNP 
Quitman

― Peace prayer of Saint Francis―
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By JOHN ARBTER
woodctystringer@gmail.com

Mineola basketball fans 
can look forward to another 
exciting run of top-shelf bas-
ketball. Precise execution, 
composure and physicality 
highlighted the Yellowjack-
ets’ home opener Tuesday 
against 4A Paris. Although 
the Jackets dropped the 
game 58-52, they demon-
strated the diverse talents 
which will serve them well 
in the new campaign. 

Mineola led through most 
of the game. Strong inside 
play, crisp passing and sol-
id guard production led the 
team. A well-coached man-
to-man defense and a pe-
riodic full-court press kept 
Paris off balance. Although 
the talented Wildcat squad 
got their share of driving 
and fast-break points, the 
Yellowjackets matched them 
at every turn, and with 
2:22 to play, the score was 
notched at 50.

Senior Wiley Franks then 
brought down a tough de-
fensive rebound and drib-
bled out to escape the “slap 
and reach” Wildcat defense. 

Franks found Kelby Bruner 
with an excellent pass, and 
Bruner scored to put Mineo-
la up by two. The last min-
ute and a half just did not go 
Mineola’s way.  A back court 
violation, a Paris 3-point 
play, and a long basket in the 
closing seconds snatched the 
win from the Yellowjackets. 

Seniors Bruner, Kaleb Grif-
fin and Colt Marlow joined 
junior Jonah Fischer and 
freshman T.J. Moreland in 
the starting five. Coach Ryan 
Steadman freely mixed play-
ing combinations through-
out the game. Franks, Daw-
son Pendergrass, Aiden 
Steward, De’Vante Stephens 
and Andrew Stinchfield 
rounded out the roster.

Most impressive on the 
night was the Yellowjack-
ets’ court awareness. The 
team communicated well 
and reacted decisively to the 
swiftly-changing flow of the 
game. There are no doubt 
issues yet to be addressed. 
Chief among them are learn-
ing to combat a defense 
which traps in the front 
court, and how to defensive-
ly handle a team that uses 
dual low posts and rotates 

the posts simultaneously.  
However, those issues can 
be corrected. 

The game was decided in 
two relatively brief periods 
of second-half play. In the 
third quarter, Paris began 
to trap the Jacket wings and 
created successive turnovers 
which translated to points. 
In the final stanza, Mineola 
gave up a 9-point lead after 
three successive turnovers. 
The two periods of play 
were the only untidy min-
utes of the game, but against 
a very good Paris team, it 
was too much charity.   

The takeaways from the 
Paris game are overwhelm-
ingly positive. The Jackets 
maintained their composure 
in the face of a very fast and 
athletic opposition. They 
gave away no cheap buckets 
in the first half and largely 
controlled the tempo. In the 
second half, the play began 
to loosen, and Mineola was 
forced to play more of Paris’ 
game. Despite this, the Yel-
lowjackets were in the game 
to the end, and the outcome 
could have easily fallen their 
way. It promises to be an ex-
citing year.

Senior Yellowjacket Wiley Franks pulls down a rebound in a crowd against Paris. (Monitor photo by John Arbter)

Jackets drop opener, show promise

By LARRY TUCKER
editor@wood.cm

After falling to a tough 
Hawkins team in the open-
ing round, the Quitman 
Lady Bulldog defense and 
offense came alive to storm 
past Winona 64-14 and then 
handle Ore City 33-23 to win 
consolation at the Union 
Grove Tournament.

Against Ore City in the 
consolation final, Quitman’s 
defense held the Lady Reb-
els to just two points in the 
first quarter while the Lady 
Bulldogs put up 10 points. 
Quitman took an 18-10 lead 
into intermission. Scoring 

was slow for both teams in 
the second half as Quitman 
put up a 15-13 edge to take 
the game 33-23. 

Senior Maddy Whitehurst 
with 11 points and 12 re-
bounds led the Lady Bull-
dogs along with sophomore 
Reiny Luman who scored 
10. Ava Burroughs and Mad-
ison Pence each had four 
points with Julia Simpkins 
hitting two. Shelby Hayes 
and Lindsey Hornaday each 
added a point. Hayes also 
had five rebounds and three 
steals. Quitman dominated 
the boards with 35 rebounds 
to just 10 total rebounds for 
Ore City.

In Friday’s 64-14 romp 
over Winona, four Lady 
Bulldogs hit in double fig-
ures. Burroughs scored 16 
points, Simpkins 14, Luman 
11 and Whitehurst  10. Pence 
and Hayes each had six and 
Carli Spears added one. 

In the tournament opener, 
Quitman fell to Hawkins 46-
28. Hawkins led at the half 
25-10 and 39-20 going into 
the final quarter. Hayes led 
Quitman with eight points 
with Whitehurst adding six, 
Hornaday five and Spears 
four.

For Hawkins, Lyn Davis 
had 14 points, Logan Jaco 11 
and Alyssa Eddington eight.

Lady Bulldogs take consolation
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